THE CITY OF

GREENBELT

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA
COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE ONLINE ONLY

Due to the COVID-19 precautions, the Council Meeting will be held online and is
planned to be cablecast on Verizon 21, Comcast 71 and 996 and streamed to
www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipaltv.

Resident participation:

Join Zoom Meeting
https://lus02web.zoom.us/j/85274534195?pwd=VWs0cVpsRUZ5K1FCYjI3TGhia3dRZz09
OR
Join By phone: (301) 715-8592
Meeting ID: 852 7453 4195
Passcode: 722370

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use Video Relay Services (VRS) at 711 to
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 or email
banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

Wednesday, December 15, 2021
8:00 PM

Work Session Packet

Greenbelt Homes Incorporated/Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission
Suggested Action:

Reference:

Memorandum re: Work Session between City Council and GHI Board of Directors
Attachment #1 - 1958 Deed & Agreement with WSSC

Attachment #2 - WSSC Chronology

Attachment #3 - Letter from WSSC

Attachment #4 - Letter to WSSC

Agenda



* Introductions
» Council Discussion
* Questions and Answers

* Other Items

Memorandum re -Work session between City Council and GHI Board of Directors on 12-15-2021.pdf
Attachment #1 - 1958 Deed & Agreement with WSSC.pdf

Attachment #2 - WSSC Chronology.pdf

Attachment #3 - Letter from WSSC.pdf

Attachment #4 - Letter to WSSC.pdf


https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1171998/Memorandum_re_-Work_session_between_City_Council_and_GHI_Board_of_Directors_on_12-15-2021.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1171999/Attachment__1_-_1958_Deed___Agreement_with_WSSC.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1172000/Attachment__2_-_WSSC_Chronology.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1171996/Attachment__3_-_Letter_from_WSSC.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1171997/Attachment__4_-_Letter_to_WSSC.pdf

Agenda ltem No:

City Council Work Session Agenda Iltem Report

Meeting Date: December 15, 2021
Submitted by: Bonita Anderson
Submitting Department: Administration
Item Type: Work Session ltem
Agenda Section: Work Session Packet

Subject:
Greenbelt Homes Incorporated/Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission

Suggested Action:

Reference:

Memorandum re: Work Session between City Council and GHI Board of Directors
Attachment #1 - 1958 Deed & Agreement with WSSC

Attachment #2 - WSSC Chronology

Attachment #3 - Letter from WSSC

Attachment #4 - Letter to WSSC
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Attachment #1 - 1958 Deed & Agreement with WSSC.pdf

Attachment #2 - WSSC Chronology.pdf

Attachment #3 - Letter from WSSC.pdf

Attachment #4 - Letter to WSSC.pdf


https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1171998/Memorandum_re_-Work_session_between_City_Council_and_GHI_Board_of_Directors_on_12-15-2021.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1171999/Attachment__1_-_1958_Deed___Agreement_with_WSSC.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1172000/Attachment__2_-_WSSC_Chronology.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1171996/Attachment__3_-_Letter_from_WSSC.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1171997/Attachment__4_-_Letter_to_WSSC.pdf

Work Session between the Greenbelt City Council and GHI Board of Directors to Discuss a Plan
for Neqgotiating with WSSC re: Replacement of Water Pipes for GHI’s Masonry Units —
(Attachments #1-4)

The underground water supply pipes for GHI’s masonry buildings were installed during 1935-
37. In a 1958 agreement (attachment #1) signed by the Washington Suburban Sanitary
Commission (WSSC), the City of Greenbelt, and Greenbelt Homes, Inc. (GHI), WSSC took
ownership of the water pipes up to the meter boxes located at the housing units. The meter boxes
are approximately 5 feet away from the front walls of the buildings.

In 2007, WSSC first informed GHI that it planned to replace the water supply pipes for the 574
masonry units. The water supply pipes have far exceeded their estimated useful service life of 50
years. Attachment #2 is a chronology of the activities that have occurred since WSSC initially
informed GHI of its intent to replace the water supply pipes.

Attachment # 3 is a letter from WSSC’s General Manager Ms. Carla Reid, dated February 12,
2021, which states that WSSC will not proceed with the upgrade project, but will continue to
operate and maintain the GHI water system based on the 1958 tripartite agreement. Ms. Reid’s
letter was in response to a joint letter (attachment #4) dated November 3, 2020, from Mayor
Colin Byrd of the City of Greenbelt and GHI Board President Steve Skolnik.

The purpose of this work session between the City Council and GHI Board of Directors, is to
formulate a plan for resuming negotiations with WSSC with a goal of achieving a mutually
satisfactory agreement to expedite WSSC’s replacement of the water pipes for GHI’s masonry
units.
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! constructed and developed, the first section baving baen

g&sﬁ' ease ments

THIS DEED AND AGREEHENT

Made and entered into this 14%th g,y 4r  Cotober .

1458, by and ameng the CITY OF GREENEELT, a municipal

corperntion ersated and existing undepy the iews of tha Stats
of Haryland hereinzfter referved to as "Greoenbelt¥, GREENPTLT
7 et et

HOMES, INCORPORATED, a corporation created and existing undar
R O T S o M B I

the laws of the State of Meryland, hereinafter referred to ns

the “"Houslng Corporation’, and the VASHINGOTON SUBUDBAN SARYTTARY

COMISSION, a munlcipal corporation of the State of Marylond,

hexeinafter referred to as the tCommissiont,
WITHBESSETH:

WHEREAS, Greanbe;t hag, ﬁurguant to statutory .
authorization therefor, acguired by deed of dedication,

ordinances, resoluticns, and opther logal procedures and ig

I maintaining and operating wvater and sanitary sower facilitioca

within its corporote limita; and

VHREREAS, the sald water and sewer systoms were

constructod in four fectlions as Greenbelt LEmelf wa s

o

bullt In 1937, the second seéeion in 1581 {both by the United

States Govermment}, and twe additional sactionsgwqﬂe called

lakeside Subdivision and the ether Woodland Hills Subdivirion,

i having besen cons¥ructed in recent years zs private subdivision

. devalopments and by resciution having besn dedicated to and

accapted by CGroeenbelt into 1ts water and sewer system; and
WHSRIAS, Greenbelt presently purchases water froem the

Commission and distributes 4t, at saley to this Inhabitants

" and users within Greanbelt, and maintainsg and vperates its

ewn manitary sewer facilities including a seswage disposal
plant; and

WHEREAS, the Commission was treatsd by the Lsgislaturs

Anyested with the authority and duty to construct, maintain




tud | -opearats systems for water supnly and sewerage; and to

provide other facilities, in &n area known as the Yashington
} Suﬁurhan Sanitary District in Prince Qocrgets and Hontgomory
E Counties; ang

VHEREAS, Graeenbelt lles within tha sald Sanitary District‘
" and the partics hereto recognlze the dasirablility of the
‘i‘ Commission taking over Greenbelt*s water and sewer systoms
: an§'making sﬁid system a part of the Commissionfs system for
oparation and maintenmnce by said Commission and

VHEREAS, the Commission is willing to acquire and take
" over and operats Greenbeit‘s water and sower system& and
i _Graenhalt is desirous that the Commission take over and
&lyuire the same, all upon the hereinafter exprassed tarms
and conditions; and ,

WHEREAS, in ordeL for the Commission to take over and
operate the CGreenbslt system,'and to supply vater and sever
“service t¢ the inhabitants and usars presently zerved by sald
systenm as wall ag to supply service to all futurg davelopments

within the corporats iimits, upon the game provisiens and

conditions of sarvice applicabla to other useps within the

- Sanitery District it will be necessary for the Commisszsion to

install some water moters, to replacse énd'adjust other meters,

to abandon existing services %nat formerly sgrved heating

systems, all ag more particularly heroinafter set ouk

{stipulated costs and: expenses for which will be paid to the
Commiﬂéion by Gresnbelt and the Housing Corporatien); and
. WHEREAS; in ordsr that additional subdivisions and

developments may Be constructed within the corporate limits of
Greonbelt and bs supplisd with water and sewef services upon
the same provisions and conditions that.othar subdivisions
 and developments within the Sanitary District are supplied

and served by the Cemmission, 4t will be necessary for the

Commisston to construet an outfall sewer from the Indian

Cresk trunk sewer up ths Indian Cresk Valley to contect to

i
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the sewnge lines frem these new subdivisions and devalopments
as well £8 connecdt the outfall‘iines from the Greenbelt sawage
treatment plant; and

'WHEREAS, the Commission is authorized by law te maintain
and operate water and sewor services to the property lines of
property served by it, but not beyond said property lines,
and insofar as the water and sewer systems of (reenbelt may
invelve iines and appurtenances beyond the property lines it
is understood by the parties hersto that the system to be
acquired by the Commission involves the water and sewer system
as deddcated to Greenbelt by the United States Government,
togethsar witp the sasements and righés of way therein
centalned which are generally to the watar meter or curb cock.
cut=offy, as the tass may hey all as more definitely Jindicatad
by the accompanying Egps hereinafter more fully described, and
that the Commission's responsibility for maintenance shall be
limited therete; and

WHEREAS, the conveyance to the Commission by Greenbelt
of the water and gewer systems shall include not only pipes,
mains, meters éqd.appurtanances of said systems, but the

easemen%s_and_rights of way wherein the samo are lecated or

‘ovmped; used or intended to be used, in conneétion withi saild

water and sewer saystems: and S
WHEREAS, the conveyance of fhe water and sawér systems

to tho Commission shall include the unlimited use of the

Greonbolt sewage treatment plant, It is the intent of this

Agraement that nelther fthe land nor the improvement known as

- the Greenbelt sewage treatment plant shall be conveyed to the

Commisgsion but shall be maintained and operated by the Comw
mlssion for the treatment of thé Greenbealt sewage until) such
timé as the Indian Cresk Vallsy sewer line can bs constructed
and. connectsd to the Greenbelt sewsr lines; and

WHEREAS, said water service lines have been cut and

capped in the basement of buildings and hot water and heating




systems formerly geparately suppliéd by water lines have baen

7 roconnected to an existing meterad iine on the properiy of
the Housing Corporatlion and which practice doss not econform
to the regulatlons of the Commission, the Housing Corporatién
authorizos the Commission to dlsconnect and abandon such
service, and the Housing Corporastlon azrees to pay the
Commission the cost of abandoning such ssrvices as hereinafter
séﬁ forth, .

NOV¥, THEREYORE; in éonsideration of the premises and the

 mutual promises and covenants hereinafiaer set forth, and in

- consideration of the sum afIOne Deollar ($1.00) paid by each
of the parties hereto unto the nthers; the raceipt of which
is'severally aclknowledged,; the parties do agree as follows:

1, Convevance of wvater and Sewor systoms and

eggementy and rights OF WEY,

Greenbelt and the Housing Corporation hereby sell,
transfer and econvey untoe the Commiss;on, its successors and

assigns, the vater and sanitary sewer aystem owned, operated

and maintained by CGreenbelt, except the Greenbelt sewage

troatment plant and land upon which said plant is located,
including all rights, title and interast of Greanbelt in and
to all reservoirs, pipas, mains, conduits, service pipes,

ts, metors, valves, tanks and manholes, as shown on

Extiibits 1, 2, 3 and b, together with_copias‘afmmaps, plats,
blueprints and records in the possession of Greenbelt
rélativa Yo the location, construction, operation or
maintenance of sald systems, together with perpetual rights
of way and easeﬁents for the purpeses of constructing,
operating, maintaining, replacing and inspecting the water
mains, sawer pipes, hydrants, meters, valves, tanks and
manholes, as shown on Exhibits 1, 2, 3 and L, togsther with
the rights and privilegeé reagsonably necessary to the
sxerclise of the sasements and rights of way, including the

-right of access to the sagsemants and rights of way and the
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right to use adjoining‘and abutting land vhere nscessary, but
the right to¢ uss adjeining and aﬁutting land shall be

exosrclised only during periods of actual construction and
maintenance and inspection and then only ta the minimum sxtent
of such construction and mainteﬁance. The easements and rights
of way tranaferred and conveyéd hereunder lle and are iny on
and upon the land in which are the water and sewer plpes,
maing, condults, hydraufs,_maters, valves, btanks and'manholes
of the Greenbelt water and sewer system, the sald eagements
and rights of way baving for their respéctive center lines
the said mmins, ilines and other enumerated appurtenances and
paraphernalia of .the water and sewer system, all as showﬁ on '

Exhibits 1, 2, 3 and b4, and shall be ten {10) feet in width

from each side of sald center line, except that where there

v

aée existing bulldings the width of the right of way shall
be less than ten {10} feet in width oxtending only to & point
ona {1} foot from sﬁid structures, as the same are showm on
Exhibits 1, 2, 3 and L, It is understood and agreed that in
no event do the egsements and rights of way transforred and

conveyed hersunder axtend to or lie in any part of the land

on which there is an existing building. Theres i3 excepted

from the transfers and con#eyances hereunder the parcml of
iand and improvements thereson situate knownt as thé Greenbell

gowage treatment plant. {5aid treatment plant may be used by

. the Commission for the treoatment of Greentelits sewazs until

the outfall sewer 1ins is constructed up the Indian Creek
Valley and connected to the Conmission's Indian Creek trunk

lires, as hereinafter provided for im Paragraph 7o)

|
!

a2, Avcconiance of systems by %The Commission.

the Commission does hefeby purchase and accept frem
Craenbelt and the Housing Carporation the aforesald water and
sewer systems and the easements and rights of way, and othsr
preoperty zs described in Paragraph 1, above, transferred and

conveysd to it hersunder, and will, from and after the date




. of delivery of an exacuted.copy of this Desd and Agresment to
? it, operate and maintain said s&stems; provided, howefare
b that it is understood that the water and sewer systems,
;;nveyed to tha Commission hereundsr, which the Commission
accents, shall be those pertions of the existin".pipas and
appurtenances tharaof uiﬁhin Greenbelt as dediecated by the._
Unitad States Govermment to Groenbelt, and those portions of
exiséiﬁg pipes ;;d appurtenances accepted by Groenbelt frem
the Laksside Subdivision and the Voodland Fills Subdivision,
| There are attached hereto and mads & part heraof four plats
labeled, faspeetivé_ly, Exhibite 1, 2, 3 and b, vhich show tho
éxisting waéer‘and sewer systems of Greenbelt and the exlsting
wataf mains and sewer lines thereof which are being aceapied .’
‘by the Commission hersunder and those which are bteyond the
Il property lines but within rights of vay and easement prights
ovned by Greenbelt and thg Housing Corporation as well as
those lines which are beyend the property lines of property
served by said water and sewer lines which are not baing
acéepted By the.Commission but which will continue %o be
maintained by and at the responsibility of the owners of said
) proﬁertias. Exhibit 1 éhows the Greenbelt sewerage syvstem in
that portion of Greenbelt known as the first and socond sections
thereof. The zreen 1ines on Exhibii 1 show the existinv

sewers and aopurtenances which ars heing ﬁransferred and

conveyed to the Commission, and accepted by the Commission
heraunder. The red lines on Exhibit 1 show the existing

severs which are not bsing accopted by the Commission and

whiclk will be continued to be mainimined by others., Exhibit

2 shows the water system of CGresnbelt in those portions of

Greenbelt known as the Fiprst and second sections thereoef,

3;Tna blue lines and figures and the green lines and figures

i on Exhibit 2 show the "existing water mains and fire hydrants

and eAistinv vater services and water meters which are being

3?tran3ferred to the Commission hersunder and which the

$10°



Commigsion accepts. The yellow lines on Exhibit 2 show other
mains and services which are not being transferred herounder

and which will>continue to be malntained by others, Ths red

figures on Exhibit 2 indicate locations of proposed water

meters which will be instnlled by the Commission, The black

‘lines with an arrow show the water maing amd lines which have

alrsady been abandoned and disconnected by Greenbelt, Exhibit
3 is of two 9agas, labeled 3A and 3B; and there ig shéwn.on
sald Exhibit 3 the water and sewer facilitlies in that pari of
Greenbelt known a8 Lakeside which {he Commission is acquirinta
hereunder. Exhibit L is likewise of two pages, 1abeled La

and 4B, and there are shewn om said pagesy; by appropriste
lines and designations, thas ﬁater and sewer facilities in that
soction of Greenbelt kmown as Woodland Hills whicﬁ ths
Commission iz acquiring hereunder,

The Commission covenants and agrees that no owner of
property in Gresnbslt (nor his sueéessars in title} abutting
and connected to any presently existing water or sanitary
sewer line shall be subjected, by the Commission or any of
its successors, to any water or sewer front foot benefit
charge for a period of thirty-five (335) years from date of
this égreement, antd that none will be made thereafter éxﬁept
as may be required by laws then 1ﬁ effect with respect to the
cost actually incurred for reconstructing or relocating such
vater and sewer lines,

3. York to be done by Commission,

Following the executxon of these presents the

uommission wlll complete the metering of all water services

in tha Graanbelt system and akandon the sarvices no longaer

used in the following particuiars'




Sgction Type of Vork Cost
{1} 01a Seection  Abandon services that

{1938) formerly served heating
: systems ' $ 2,210,00
L2y Replaco 20-5/0" meters,
I : ‘ ‘ adjust meter sebtings
‘ i i - & replace frame 75,00
{ {3) . Newer section lMake settings & install
‘ (1o41) 120 various size meters 32,525.00-
| .
i ) Jewlsh Comm, Make seiiing & install
! Center = 13" meter 260,00
{5} lLakeside Make setting & install
! 5/8% moter 60,00
f .
’ {6} city Rec. Make setting & install
Fieid 15 meter : 260,00

Total '$35,390.06

The Commigsion will supply the necessary water metors,
contemplated under the aforegeing tabulation, and do the
adjusting, installation aﬁdlreplaéement of meters, meter
1 settings and water meter frames; The Commission agress to
perform the foregoing work for a lumﬁ sum price of $35,390.00,

payable me set forth in Paragraph &, below, From and afier

date of acquisition of the Gresnbel: systems the water users
“sarved by said syatem'will be charged the regular meter service
“charge applicable to other users within the Sanitary District;

s

L, Povment to Commission,

The Housing Corporation will pay‘the Cdﬁmission for

the work and services to be performed by the Commission as met

forth in Items 1, 2 and 3 in Paragraph 3, above, the total sum

of Thirty-four Thousand, Eight Hundred Ten Dollars {$3%,310,00)

and Greenbelt will pay the sum of Five Hundred Eighty Dolimrs
($530.00) for the Lth, 5th and 6th items set forth in the

¢ foregoing tabulations, The total amount to be paid the
Commission by the Housing Corperation and Greenbeli is Thirty-
five Thougand, Thres Hundred Ninety Dollars (335,390,00),
Greenbelt sgrees and understands that Af the Housing

Corporation does not pay the above sum required to be paid by




i si&dd Housing Corporation hsreundsy then it, Greenbelt, will
1 .

gf whke said peyments to the Comnission, Such sums shall ba

[ bayable upon the completion ef the work and notification

théfaof‘by the Commission,

i S5+« Billls for water and sewer sarvice,

. Tmuediately following the execution of this agreement
and delivary of an exacuted copy thereof to the Commission,
E the Commission will commenqe the metering of all water services
i in éha Groenbelt sﬁstem and ébandon the services no longor
usad as set forth in Paragraph 3, above, suéh work to ba
completod by the Commission within ninety (90) davs after
delivery to it of #ﬁe executed copy of This Deed and Agreament,
Upon the completion of =aiq work the Commigsion shall set a
gero date, and on such zero data the Comnission shall commence
to read all sxlsting water maters in the Greenbelt systemy, and
from and after sueh reading the respective watar consumers
shall be billed by the‘Commission at the usual Commission's
rates for water.censumed after said date of reading. The
Commission shall use the same zero date fo begin the
| Commisgionts sewsr usage charge in the same manner as provxded

for water charge szeapt in those cases where & sewer usaga

charge may not be applicable,

The Commisston shall Furnish Greenbelt with a coﬁy of the

meter rsadings mads by 1ty the Commission, and Greenbelt shall

be free to bill and receive payments on acecount of hills for
i water consumed to mero date, At such fime Greenbelt shall
notify all of its consumars of the transfar of the system ta
. the Commission and shall remit to the Commission any payment
that it, Greenbelt, may receive for water and sewer ssrvices
rendered by tha Commissicnvafter the established zers date,

" The Commission shall likewise remit to Gresnbelt any payments

" that they may receive for water or sewer service charees

provided by Greenbelt prioy to said zero date, Ths parties

ﬂ horsto understand and racognize that the reading of the meoters

'!




involved may invelve two days rather than = single day, and
the term "zero date” shall include both such days on which
-{maée%s are read, During the period of time following the
execution of this Agreement and zero date, Greenbelt shall

i continue to pay the Commission for water purchased and

E{ distributed to Greenhelt customers on the same terwms and

{i conditions as have heretofors obtained, Upon the date of the
i ragding of the last meter in Greenbelt's systamg the
_Gommissicn will read.the meter through which flows water sold
_by it to Greenbelt and render a stztoment therefor to
Greenbelt; and Greenbelt will;, under the same terms and
conditions that they are now purchasing from the Commlasion,
payv sald statement in full to the Commission,

6. Additional instruments,

This Agreement may be recorded among the Land Records
.of ?rinbe-Gaorge's éounty,-maryland,-and upon réqﬁast of either
party hereto a daéd or deeds shall be prepared, executéd and
delivered,; and then recorded among said Land Records, convey-.

ing any of the real estate; improvements thereon situate, or

sasementy or other structures, property, or bills of account,
described, mentioned or contemplated by tbis_Agreeéentt The
parties hereato agraa'tu cooperate in fhs prspaﬁation gpdl
exscution of such subsequent orp additional instruments as may

be necessary.

7v Use and opevation of Greenbelt SOWAZG
i troatment nlant,

The Commission has approved, and 1nciudad in its

i cbnstruction program, the construectiosn of a.trunk sewer line
in the Indian Cresek Valley, which said 1ine, when constructed
and in opsration, shall connect to ths present sanitary sewer
lines of the Gréenbslt system wﬁich lead to the Groenbelt
sewage treatment plant as well as suech othar sanitary sewer
lines as may be conatructed by the Commission in Greenbelt,

Vhen the Commission does seo construct and operate the now

outfall sewsr line in Indian Creek Vallsy, the Commission

- 10 =
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will then conneet the present sewer line which leads to the
Efaénbelt sewage treatment plant into ths sald new outfall
S HeWer, This connection.will remove tha necessity for the

operation and maintenance of the present Greenbelt sewage

" tréntment plaht by the Commission, and the Commission wily

then, by writhten notification to Greenbelt, abandon the use

of the Groenbelt sewage treatment plant, and Greenbelt will,

by written correspondence, recognize tha ﬁotifibation of
abahdonment by the Commission, The Commigsion ngrees that
from and aftor the "gzexo date” hereinabove defined ard until
the date of abandonment specifiod in the notification thersof,
1t will operate the Greenbtelt sewage treatment plant and wili
maintain the structures; equipment, metors, valves, tanks,
tmanholes, pumps, pumpigg apparatus, engines, machinery and ali
equipmeﬁt used in connaction with said system and to supply
alli labof,_serviaes, ete, needed to operate and.ﬁaintain séid
sewage treatment plant, The Commission makes no warranty,
either expressed or implied, that saig sewage treatmont plant,
either the land or the impfovemants thereon, will be the same
at the date of abandonment as it was at the date of acceptance
by the Commissien,

8, Easements and Rights of Way.

o

Upon the request of the Commission, Greenbelt wilil
obtain and then transfer angd convey unto tha Coﬁﬁission sueh
casements or rights of way as may ha necessary for tha propsr
maintenance, oparation,'reconstruction, and inspection of the
existing Greenbelt water and sewer systems, and facilifies and
structures thereof, for which easemants and rights of vay have
ot heretofore been acquired by Gresnbelt and conveyed te the
Commission under this Agreement by the proviaions of Paragraph
1; above. The Housing Corporation Jolns in the signing of this
Agreement to convey and transfer unte the Commission any title,
right or interest it may have to so much of ths water system,
sewer system, easomsnty and rights of way, as are mentioned
within this Agreement, \ |

- 11 -
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9« . Lonstruction of new lines,

7 _ Greenbelt agrees that neither this Agreement nor any
of its torms or conditions will limit the Commiasiaonts
existing authofity to construct new lines when séme afe deemeé
to be necessary by the Commission, '

10, Authority for maintenance and repair,

The Commission agrees that in maintaihlng and
repairing the water and sewer lines and appuftananées thereof
eny property disturbed will bs restored to a condition
substantially similar to that existing at the time of such
maintenance or repair, such_restoration, maintenance and
repair to be at the oxpense of the Commission. 7The Commission
may requlre that corrective action shall_bg,takgn‘yyvﬁhﬁ |
parties to this contract whenever threat of damage to the
water aad séwex ;}nes%and appurtenancea theﬁeto may be caused
by stru;tures, fi1l, grading, shrubbery or plantings. The
Commission shall require that a formal permit be issued by fhe
Commission befors any structures shall be erected over any cof
the water and sewer lines acquired hereundar.

11, Warranty,

Qreenbgif ra@resgnts and warrants that there are neo
suifs, claims or demands atiributable to or arising from and
eut of the operation of the water anag seﬁer sy;?em te the date
of exeocution of This Deed and Agreement, and further agraes
to hold the Commigsion barmless from the same and from any’
act{hn arising after the date of execution and prior to the
take-over date, whether such action be assertéd after or
before said take-ovér date,. |

12. Hotics of exscuiion and delivery of Deed
and Agreement,

Greenbelt and the Housing quporation will each
notify the Commission when it has executed, respectively, this
Dsed and Agreement, and the party last executing shall have
the responsibility for dellvering the exscuted copy heraof to

the office of the Commission, and said party will deliver to
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the office of the Commissic .otics in‘writing of intention to
deliver one day in advance of the actual delivery,
1% Benefit,

This Agreemenf shall run to, bind, and inure to the

"benefit of the parties hersof and their respective successors

and assigns,

M vITNESS YEEREOF, the CITY OF GREENBEET, a municipal
corporation, has caused these presents to he signed by Thomas
Jy Canning, 1ts Mayor, attaesztsd and its corporate seal annexed

by Vinfield MeCamy, its Clerk, and the GREENBELY HeMES,

INCORPORATED, a Marylang coerpoeration; has caused these presents

to be gizned by -Edward A. Burgoon s its President,

attestod and its corporate seal annexed by Eruce L, Bowman

s dts Secretary, and the. UﬁSHIVGTGN

SUBURBAYN SANTTARY COMMKSSIOH, has caused these pressnts to ba'

signed by T. Earle Bourne, its Chairman, attested and its

“eorporate seal annexed by Johrt' T, Bonifant, its Secretary,‘all

of tho same belng done as of the day and year first horeine
above written, . '
CITY OF GREENBELT

[s/ Thomas J. Canning
ATTEST: Thomas J, Canning, Mayor

By: /s/ Winfield McCamy
Yinfield Melamy, (lerk

GREENBELT HOMES, INCORPORATED

By: [s/ Edward A. Burgoon
ATTEST: President

By: [s/ PBruce L, Bowman
Secretary

VASHINGTON SUBURBAN SANITARY
COWHISSION

By: /s/ T. Barle Hourne
" T, Earls Dourns, Chairman

ATTEST:

Byt /s/  John T. Bonifant
-dohn T, Bonifani, Secretary
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© STATE OF MARYLAND 1

g ) 155
 COUNTY OF PRINGCE GECRGE'S t
‘ :On.fhis the 253th day.of October » 1953,
" before me, Yinfield McCamy y the undersigned

» officer, personally appeafed Thomas J, Canning, who

. ackmowledged himselfl to be the Mayer of the City of Greenbelt,

» corporation, and that he as such Mavor, being authorized so
to do; executed the name of the corporation by himself as
Mayor. o : .

IN WITNESS WHERECF; I hersunto set my hand and official

seal,
[s/ VWinfield McCamy .
. Notary Publich
My Commission expires May L4, 1959 . '
|
STATE OF MARYLAND H
COUNTY CF PRINCE GEORGE'S iss
On this the 23rd day of Oetober » 1955,
before me, Marie 1. Thomas s the gndersigned
officer, personal;y appeared Edward A. Burgoon _ .

who acknowledged himzelf to be the President of Greenbnlt
Homes, Incerpoerated, a corporation, and that he as such
President, heing-authorized sé to do, sxecuted the' name of
the corporation by himself as President,

I YITHESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and official

seal,

/s/ Marie L.Thomas

Notary Public

| My Commission expires May %, 1959 .

- 14 .
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STATE CF HMARYLAND ]
t 85
COUNTY OF PRINCGE CEQRGE'S :

On. this the 1kth day of Octoher s 19352,
i befors me; Evelyn L, Sweel s the undersigned

officer, personally appeared T, Earle Bourne, who acknowledged
himself to be the Chairman of the Yashington Suburban Sanitary
Commisslon, a corporation, and that he as such Chairman, being
authorlzed mo to do, execﬁted the name of the corporation by
himself as Chailrman, _ ._ _ _
I VITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and offfcial

seal,

“

[s/ Evel&n L. Sweet

Hotary Publie

: i
My Commission expirez May 4, 1959 .




Chronology re: WSSC’s proposal to replace water piping for GHI’s masonry homes

Date

Activity

9/25/2007

WSSC informs GHI that it will replace galvanized water pipes for our masonry
homes using the traditional trenching method, in 4 phases beginning in 2008.
e Phase 1 — GHI not affected
e Phase 2 — affects GHI homes at 135A & 135B Northway and homes bounded
by Northway, Hillside Rd, Eastway and Ridge Rd.
e Phase 3 — affects the GHI Administration building and GHI homes bounded by
Eastway, Crescent Rd, Southway and Ridge Rd.
e Phase 4 — affects GHI homes bounded by Southway, Crescent and Ridge Rd.

4/25/2008

WSSC staff meets with staff from GHI and City of Greenbelt. WSSC states:
e The overall project is presently at 70% of the design phase.
e Actual work for the project is expected to start during the spring of 2009 at the
earliest.

May 2008

WSSC submits design drawings dated February 2008 for phases 2, 3 and 4 to GHI
showing placement of new pipes with new meters located several feet away from
homes. Pipes will be installed using the traditional trenching method.

7/3/2008

GHI and City of Greenbelt Staff meet with WSSC officials. WSSC agrees to:
e Schedule a walk thru in the affected areas of all project phases to assess items
that will be restored after construction.
e Provide revised design drawings for all phases to GHI

3/3/2009

WSSC meets with staff from the City of Greenbelt and GHI to discuss the permit
requirements for replacement of the WSSC water mains in various streets located in
the City of Greenbelt. WSSC states:

e It had completed the design for phase 1 and intends to begin construction later
in 20009.

e Because of the significant disturbance to landscape items resulting from the
traditional trenching method, WSSC is exploring the use of the directional
boring method for phases 2 to 4. WSSC is also in the process of re-designing
phases 2 to 4 and plans to begin construction work within phase 2 in June 2010.

12/7/2009

WSSC submits revised drawings for Phase 2 only, to GHI for comment showing
meters removed from the buildings to curbsides of streets. The new design will
employ a directional boring technique with water pipes installed in casements.

12/31/2009

Having reviewed the revised phase 2 drawings, GHI sends a memorandum to WSSC
seeking clarification on a few points including the issue of ownership of pipes from
the meters at the streets to the buildings.

1/25/2010

WSSC informs GHI that WSSC will be responsible up to the meter, and pipes from
the meters at the streets to the puildings will be GHI’s responsibility.
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2/25/2010

GHI points out to WSSC that in a 1958 agreement signed by WSSC and Greenbelt
Homes, Inc., WSSC took ownership of the water piping up to the meter boxes
located at the housing units. GHI requests WSSC to retain ownership of the water
pipes up to the buildings and relocate the new meter boxes adjacent to the housing
units.

4/8/2010

Mr. Senesie of WSSC meets with GHI staff and states that WSSC and not GHI will
be responsible for the future maintenance of the new pipes from the meters to the
buildings. He was requested to confirm this in writing.

5/25/2010

Mr. Senesie of WSSC responds that the issue about who should maintain the water
house connections had not been resolved. He promises to let us know as soon as a
decision is made.

6/23/2010

WSSC informs GHI that the cooperative will be responsible for maintaining the
service connections between the meters and the buildings after construction.

7/15/2010

At a Board meeting, GHI’s Board of Directors asks staff to set up a meeting with
WSSC officials to discuss and hopefully resolve the issues about maintenance
responsibility for the new pipes.

10/18/10

GHI’s staff (General Manager Gretchen Overdurff, Assistant General Manager Eldon
Ralph, Director, Technical Services Tom Sporney and Project Manager Peter Joseph)
along with GHI Board members Sylvia Lewis, Ed James and GHI’s Attorney Pat Mc
Andrew meet with WSSC officials to discuss the issues about the second design plan
and maintenance responsibility for the new pipelines.

10/19/2010

A letter is sent to WSSC by General Manager Gretchen Overdurff detailing GHI’s
concerns (including questions about the second design plan) that were raised during
the 10/18/2010 meeting.

12/1/2010

WSSC re-iterates its position that GHI will be responsible for maintaining the service
connections between the meters and the buildings after construction.

1/24/2011

GHTI’s attorney Mike Mc Andrew sends a letter to WSSC’s General Manager Stating
that all parties to the 1958 agreement (GHI, WSSC and the City) must consent to any
changes to the agreement and WSSC cannot unilaterally proceed to transfer
ownership of the pipelines to GHI unilaterally.

2/18/11

In response to a GHI’s inquiry through P.G. Councilwoman Ingrid Turner’s office,
Mr. Eugene Williams (WSSC’s Government Relations Manager) states that having
conferred with its General Counsel’s office, WSSC has the statutory authority to
relocate the meters as they wish.

4/25/11

GHI’s attorney Martin Hutt requests clarification from WSSC on its asserted
authority to do the relocation work.

4/25/11

Laura Swisher (WSSC’s attorney) responds to Mr. Hutt that she believed Mr. Eugene
Williams was referring to WSSC’s authority in general. She referenced Titles 21, 23,
and 24 of the Public Utilities articles of the Annotated Code.

8/30/11

GHI’s staff (General Manager Gretchen Overdurff, Assistant General Manager Eldon
Ralph, Director, Technical Services Tom Sporney ) as well as GHI Board members
Ed James and David Morse and GHI’s attorney Martin Hutt attend a meeting at
WSSC. They inform us that they will revert to the traditional open trench method of
installing the water pipes and relocate the house meters from the streets to the

2
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curbside of serviceside yards of GHI units. GHI will be responsible for future
maintenance and repairs of the lateral lines from the meters to the buildings.

10/3/2011

WSSC officials visit GHI to explain the revised open trench design plan to Gretchen
Overdurff, Tom Sporney, Eldon Ralph, Ed James, and Laura Moore (ex-Board
member). They explain that the meters will be placed at the curbsides of serviceside
yards for ease of reading them.

10/26/2011

GHI’s General Manager Gretchen Overdurff sends a letter to Ms. Tucker of WSSC
stating that GHI will agree to the new design if WSSC takes ownership of the lateral
pipes from the meters to points where the existing meters are located.

1/6/2012

WSSC’s General Manager Jerry Johnson sends a letter to Gretchen Overdurff stating
that WSSC had abandoned the project because WSSC made three design proposals
that GHI rejected.

5/4/2018

WSSC’s Deputy General Manager Joe Mantua sends a letter to GHI’s General
Manager Eldon Ralph proposing to move forward with the current design of the
water and sewer main replacement projects; WSSC will continue to be
responsible for the maintenance and repair of the additional on property pipe for
30 years from the date of project completion giving GHI an opportunity to build
up a substantial infrastructure fund for maintenance and repairs beyond 30 years.

5/31/2018

By consensus, GHI’s Board of Directors direct the General Manager to recommend a
professional negotiator that GHI should hire to negotiate GHI’s position in
discussions with WSSC, if WSSC relocates the water meters from their current
locations to the curbsides of serviceside yards.

10/5/18

GHI representatives — Attorney James McCollum, Steve Skolnik (Board President),
Linda Seely (Board member), Eldon Ralph (General Manager) and Tom Sporney
(Asst. General Manager) along with staff representatives from the City of Greenbelt
meet with WSSC to discuss their 5/4/2018 proposal.

10/12/18

Following the 10/5/18 meeting with WSSC, Eldon Ralph sends a letter to WSSC
with a list of questions about their 5/4/2018 proposal.

1/29/19

WSSC’s Chief of Staff sends an email responding to the questions in the GHI
General Manager’s letter dated 10/12/18.

9/26/19

Mayor Emmett Jordan on behalf of the Greenbelt City Council and GHI Board
President Steve Skolnik send a joint letter to WSSC General Manager Carla Reid
requesting re-establishment of negotiations regarding the proposed improvements to
GHI's water and sewer infrastructure. The letter requests Ms. Reid’s personal
participation in the discussions.

1/31/2020

WSSC General Manager Carla Reid responds to the 9/26/19 letter from Mayor
Jordan and Board President Skolnik stating that WSSC’s proposal to be responsible
for maintenance and repair of the additional pipes on GHI property for 30 years from
the project completion date, is more than generous since it would give GHI ample
time to raise funds for future maintenance and repairs. The letter states that Ms. Reid
is open to a meeting, but WSSC needs a response to its proposal. If GHI is not
willing to accept WSSC’s proposal, the cooperative should let WSSC know.

11/3/20

Mayor Colin Byrd and Board President Skolnik send a joint letter to WSSC
Manager Carla Reid stating that the City and GHI fully understand WSSC's desire to

3
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bring GHI's water and sewer infrastructure in alignment with WSSC’s current design
standards and do not object if any such changes do not result in a breach of the 1958
agreement.

2/12/21

WSSC General Manager Carla Reid sends a letter to Mayor Byrd and Steve Skolnik
stating as follows, “Given your opposition to our offer, needs in other parts of our
system, and current funding/resources constraints, WSSC Water will continue to
operate and maintain the GHI water system based on the 1958 tripartite agreement
but will not proceed with the upgrade project. While we regret that we have been
unable to arrive at a mutually agreeable solution with GHI, we will honor the existing
agreement to operate and maintain the community’s water and sewer systems”.
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VIA EMAIL

February 12, 2021

The Honorable Colin A. Byrd
25 Crescent Road
Greenbelt, MD 20770-1886

Steve Skolnik, President
Greenbelt Homes, Inc.

1 Hamilton Place
Greenbelt, MD 20770-1886

Dear Mayor Byrd and Mr. Skolnik:

Thank you for your November 3, 2020, letter regarding WSSC Water's proposed system
upgrade in the Greenbelt Homes, Inc. (GHI) Community. WSSC Water remains committed
to working collaboratively with GHI to operate and maintain the water and sewer mains in the
community.

In your recent letter, you indicated that GHI opposes our offer to continue the operation and
maintenance of all portions of on-property water house connection pipes for a period of 30
years from the date we complete the replacement and rehabilitation of the infrastructure in
the GHI community. We felt this offer provided you time to raise necessary funds to assume
ownership of the private property pipes. Given your opposition to our offer, needs in other
parts of our system, and current funding/resources constraints, WSSC Water will continue to
operate and maintain the GHI water system based on the 1958 tripartite agreement but will
not proceed with the upgrade project.

While we regret that we have been unable to arrive at a mutually agreeable solution with
GHI, we will honor the existing agreement to operate and maintain the community’s water
and sewer systems. Should you have any questions, please contact our Chief Engineer
Michael Harmer P.E., at (301) 206-8655 or Mike.Harmer@wsscwater.com

Sincerely,

Carla Reid
General Manager/CEO

14501 Sweitzer Lane Main 301.206.WSSC (9772) Emergency 301.206.4002

Laurel, MD 20707 Toll Free 800.828.6439 TTY 301.206.8345
www.wsscwater.com


mailto:Mike.Harmer@wsscwater.com

cc: Mike Harmer P.E., Chief Engineer, WSSC Water

14501 Sweitzer Lane Main 301.206.WSSC (9772)

Laurel, MD 20707 Toll Free 800.828.6439
www.wsscwater.com

Emergency 301.206.4002
TTY 301.206.8345
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GREENBELT HOMES, INC.
HAMILTON PLACE, GREENBELT, MARYLAND 20770
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COMMUNITY
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THE COOPERATIVE

Area Code (301) 474-4161  Fax (301) 474-4006

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

November 3, 2020

Carla A. Reid, General Manager
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission
14501 Sweitzer Lane

Laurel, MD 20707

Dear Ms. Reid:

Thank you for your January 31, 2020 letter, in response to ours of last September.
Greenbelt Homes, Inc. (GHI) and the City of Greenbelt greatly appreciate your response
and your interest in continuing the negotiation regarding proposed improvements to
GHI's water and sewer infrastructure. We particularly appreciate the inclusion of the
responses to the eleven (11) questions posed by GHI General Manager Eldon Ralph,
drafted by Jaclyn Vincent, WSSC Chief of Staff.

The facts of historic Greenbelt having been constructed by the U.S. Government with
discrete water and sewer systems, and subsequent establishment of the 1958 tripartite
contractual agreement between WSSC, the City of Greenbelt, and GHI, have resulted in
the current unique situation. We fully understand WSSC's desire to bring GHI's water and
sewer infrastructure in alignment with your organization's current design standards, and
we do not object as long as any such changes do not result in a breach of the current
agreement.

Meter relocation and supply piping responsibility

GHI would not object to the water meters being relocated as per the proposed WSSC
design per se, and we understand the desire for meters to be more accessible for ease of
remote data gathering. It is the corollary to the proposed relocation that is problematic, in
that WSSC's design standard requires that all supply piping on the load side of the meter
be maintained by and property of GHI. Although this may be an unintended
consequence, the result is that GHI would de facto become responsible for thousands of
feet of water supply piping that are currently maintained under WSSC's aegis. This would
constitute a unilateral change to both the letter and spirit of the 1958 agreement, which
change would be detrimental to our members; therefore, GHI strongly opposes this
modification. The current agreement has been in force and functioning satisfactorily for
over (60) years, and we see no rationale for a substantive change at this time.

WSSC has offered, as an accommodation, to continue maintaining water supply lateral



pipes between relocated meters and GHI homes for a period of (30) years, the rationale
being to allow GHI a period in which to gather reserve funds for eventual replacement of
these pipes at their (80) to (100) year-end of life. GHI proposes that WSSC continue to
honor the terms of the current contractual agreement either by replacing meters in
existing locations, or by continuing to own and maintain the water supply pipes to within
five feet (5-ft.) of each building foundation.

Replacement of sewer piping concurrent with supply piping

GHI has strongly encouraged WSSC to replace sewer lateral piping concurrent with
water supply piping, so as to minimize disturbance to landscaped yards and parking
areas. Ms. Vincent's answer to our question no. 6 leaves unclear WSSC's intention with
regard to this item, and we respectfully request further clarification. It is our belief that
replacing supply and sewer laterals at the same time will result in cost savings for WSSC,
as well as reduced disturbance and inconvenience for our members.

Connection of new supply and sewer laterals at GHI homes

GHI is currently investigating replacement of aging plumbing pipes in our homes as a
replacement reserves item. Rather than having WSSC connect new water supply and
sewer laterals to existing, aged pipes outside our building foundations, GHI desires to
have the laterals be all new into the crawl spaces. It will be much simpler, and with very
little cost, for WSSC to extend the new laterals into the crawlspaces through existing
sleeves, than it would be for GHI to have a separate contractor provide this work,
requiring a second service interruption and challenging coordination between GHI,
contractor(s), and WSSC. We believe this makes good sense, benefiting our members and
WSSC. Therefore, we request reconsideration of GHI's request that new lateral pipes be
extended into the crawl spaces by WSSC.

Next steps

Thank you again for your attention; we look forward to your prompt reply.

Sincerely,
) . )
L~ [ il o
\\ N / / 7 ! ;'l// M
\\\__/l % \._‘\,‘ L _,4_\ L Pl i
Steve Skolnik, President Colin Byrd, Mayor
Greenbelt Homes, Inc. City of Greenbelt, Maryland
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