
GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL
Municipal Building

Regular Meeting
October 19, 2015 - 08:00 p.m.

I. ORGANIZATION

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

4. Consent Agenda - Approval of Staff Recommendations   (Items on the
Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as recommended by
staff, subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by Council.)

5. Approval of Agenda and Additions

II. COMMUNICATIONS

6. Presentations

Nonprofit Awareness Week Proclamation: The fourth annual Prince
George's County Nonprofit Awareness Week is being held October 19 -
24, 2015. This event is sponsored by the Human Services Coalition of
Prince George's County. Representatives from Greenbelt's nonprofits
have been invited to attend tonight's meeting to receive a proclamation
announcing the City's support and recognition of nonprofits during this
week. (CM)
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NonProfit Awareness Month

Proclamation

7. Petitions and Requests   (Petitions received at the meeting will not be
acted upon by the City Council at this meeting unless Council waives
its Standing Rules.)

8. Minutes of Council Meetings

*- Work Session, August 5, 2015

Draft minutes

*- Regular Meeting, August 10, 2015

Draft Minutes

* -Work Session, August 12, 2015

Draft Minutes

*- Work Session, August 24, 2015

Draft Minutes

* - Regular Meeting, September 15, 2015

Draft Minutes

- Executive Session, September 16, 2015

In order to approve these minutes, the following motion is needed: I move
that the minutes of the executive session of the City Council held
Wednesday, September 16, 2015, at 7:00 p.m., in Room 201 of the
Community Center, be approved as presented. Council held this closed
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meeting in accordance with the General Provisions Article, ?3-305(b)(3)
of the Annotated Code of Public General Laws of Maryland, to consult
with legal counsel regarding the acquisition of real property. (CM)

*- Work Session, September 21, 2015

Draft Minutes

* - Work Session, September 23, 2015

Draft Minutes

*- Regular Meeting, September 28, 2015

Draft Minutes

* - Work Session, September 30, 2015

Draft Minutes

*- Work Session, October 7, 2015

Draft Minutes

-   Executive Session, September 16, 2015 -In order to approve these
minutes, the following motion is needed: I move that the minutes of the
executive session of the City Council held Wednesday, September 16, 2015,
at 7:00 p.m., in Room 201 of the Community Center, be approved as
presented.  Council held this closed meeting in accordance with the General
Provisions Article, §3-305(b)(3) of the Annotated Code of Public General
Laws of Maryland, to consult with legal counsel regarding the acquisition
of real property.  (CM)

In order to approve these minutes, the following motion is needed:

I move that the minutes of the executive session of the City Council held
Wednesday, September 16, 2015, at 7:00 p.m., in Room 201 of the
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Community Center, be approved as presented.   Council held this closed
meeting in accordance with the General Provisions Article, §3-305(b)(3) of
the Annotated Code of Public General Laws of Maryland, to consult with
legal counsel regarding the acquisition of real property.  (CM)

9. Administrative Reports

*  10. Committee Reports

III. LEGISLATION

11. A Resolution to Repeal Resolution Number 2005 and to Provide for
the Number of Judges and Clerks of Election, Their Rate of
Compensation, and the Rate of Compensation to be paid to the
Chairperson and Members of the Board of Elections for the 2015
Regular Election  -  2nd Reading, Adoption - Reference:
Draft Resolution
Resolution 2005
A resolution is required to authorize the appointment of judges and
clerks to work in the election precincts for the City’s 2015 election
and authorizes the pay that is provided to them and to the Board of
Elections for their work on election day.  Resolution 2005 passed in
2013 raised the pay scale for judges, clerks and the Board of Elections
for the 2013 election.   No change in the pay scale is proposed for the
2015 election. Ms. Pope introduced this resolution for first reading at
the last meeting.   It is recommended the resolution be introduced for
second reading and moved for adoption tonight.  (CM)

A resolution is required to authorize the appointment of judges and
clerks to work in the election precincts for the City's 2015 election and
authorizes the pay that is provided to them and to the Board of
Elections for their work on election day.   Resolution 2005 passed in
2013 raised the pay scale for judges, clerks and the Board of Elections
for the 2013 election.  No change in the pay scale is proposed for the
2015 election.
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Ms. Pope introduced this resolution for first reading at the last
meeting.   It is recommended the resolution be introduced for second
reading and moved for adoption tonight.  (CM)

Draft Resolution

Resolution 2005

IV. OTHER BUSINESS

12. Request from Donna Hoffmeister - Peace Pole - Reference:
Letter, Donna Hoffmeister, 7/8/15
Peace Pole Project Website
Letter, Peace Pole Project, 5/13/87
Peace Pole Installation Instructions
Peace Pole Translation
At the Regular Meeting on July 13, Donna Hoffmeister presented a
request that a Peace Pole be installed at the site of the recent joint
bench and tree adoption for four Greenbelt residents who were active
in the Prince George’s Peace & Justice Coalition (PGPJC) and other
civic activities.  The Peace Pole was given to the Greenbelt Peace
Committee in May 1987 by a group called the Peace Pole Project, part
of the Society of Prayer for World Peace.   This organization is now
called the World Peace Prayer Society.  This gift was in recognition of
the Peace Committee’s efforts to come to more friendly terms with
Soviet citizens.   The four sided pole has inscriptions in English,
Spanish, Russian and Japanese and is intended to convey the message
“May Peace Prevail on Earth.” The documentation accompanying the
Peace Pole indicates it is intended to be installed outdoors.   Public
Works has examined the pole and confirms that it can be installed
outdoors.  The cost to coat the pole with urethane and install the pole
as recommended is approximately $200.  Staff has some concern that
the pole could easily be vandalized (graffiti, the inscription plates can
be easily removed, etc.).  The City’s Guide to Memorials doesn’t
address requests to include/install additional items as part of a
memorialization request and staff is concerned about establishing this

https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14147
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14148
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14149


precedent.   Staff has occasionally received requests to install items
(such as a vase, planter, photo frame, etc.) as part of an adopt-a-bench
or adopt-a-tree request.  These requests have been denied in the past. 
The PGPJC memorial legacy committee initially requested that this
pole be included as part of their proposed bench and tree adoption
request and it was denied based on the above.   If Council grants this
request, staff recommends it be done as a one-time exception. Council
direction is sought.  (DEM)

At the Regular Meeting on July 13, Donna Hoffmeister presented a
request that a Peace Pole be installed at the site of the recent joint
bench and tree adoption for four Greenbelt residents who were active
in the Prince George's Peace & Justice Coalition (PGPJC) and other
civic activities. 

The Peace Pole was given to the Greenbelt Peace Committee in May
1987 by a group called the Peace Pole Project, part of the Society of
Prayer for World Peace.   This organization is now called the World
Peace Prayer Society.   This gift was in recognition of the Peace
Committee's efforts to come to more friendly terms with Soviet
citizens.   The four sided pole has inscriptions in English, Spanish,
Russian and Japanese and is intended to convey the message "May
Peace Prevail on Earth." 

The documentation accompanying the Peace Pole indicates it is
intended to be installed outdoors.   Public Works has examined the
pole and confirms that it can be installed outdoors.   The cost to coat
the pole with urethane and install the pole as recommended is
approximately $200.  Staff has some concern that the pole could easily
be vandalized (graffiti, the inscription plates can be easily removed,
etc.). 

The City's Guide to Memorials doesn't address requests to
include/install additional items as part of a memorialization request
and staff is concerned about establishing this precedent.   Staff has
occasionally received requests to install items (such as a vase, planter,
photo frame, etc.) as part of an adopt-a-bench or adopt-a-tree request. 
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These requests have been denied in the past.   The PGPJC memorial
legacy committee initially requested that this pole be included as part
of their proposed bench and tree adoption request and it was denied
based on the above.  If Council grants this request, staff recommends
it be done as a one-time exception.

Council direction is sought.  (DEM)

Letter, Donna Hoffmeister, 7/8/15

Peace Pole Project Website

Letter, Peace Pole Project, 5/13/87

Peace Pole Installation Instructions

Peace Pole Translation

13. Award of Purchase - Public Works Vehicles

The FY 2016 budget includes $180,000 for the replacement of a ten
year old refuse truck that is two years overdue for replacement. The
truck being replaced has mechanical problems with the parts in the
hopper (cylinder, rollers) due to rust and age. These parts are
expensive to replace. In addition, the body of the truck has significant
rusting. Public Works staff has identified a 2016 Freightliner Refuse
Truck with a 25 cubic yard commercial rear loader manufactured by
Leach available for purchase from Gran Turk Equipment Company.
As a member of the National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA), the City
is able to purchase this truck for $165,050.09, per the Mobile Refuse
Collection Vehicle Contract #112014-LEG. NJPA is a public agency
that enables municipalities to combine national purchasing power
through cooperative efforts. Under the NJPA agreement, equipment is
vetted and is obtained through competitively solicited purchases.
GranTurk has offered a trade in credit of $20,000 for a ten year old
refuse truck that was replaced in Fiscal Year 2015. This truck is
inoperable due to transmission problems. With the trade-in credit, the
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total purchase cost for the new refuse truck would be $145,050.09. It
is recommended Council approve the purchase of a 2016 Freightliner
with a 25 cubic yard commercial rear loader manufactured by Leach
from GranTurk Equipment Company at a cost of $145,050.09 in
accord with the NJPA Mobile Refuse Collection Vehicle Contract
#112014-LEG. (CM)

A. Refuse Truck - Reference:
Memorandum, J. Sterling, 09/23/2015                                               
                        Memorandum, K. Skaggs, 10/09/2015
Quotation, GranTurk Equipment Company
The FY 2016 budget includes $180,000 for the replacement of a
ten year old refuse truck that is two years overdue for
replacement.  The truck being replaced has mechanical problems
with the parts in the hopper (cylinder, rollers) due to rust and
age.  These parts are expensive to replace.  In addition, the body
of the truck has significant rusting.  Public Works staff has
identified a 2016 Freightliner Refuse Truck with a 25 cubic yard
commercial rear loader manufactured by Leach available for
purchase from Gran Turk Equipment Company.   As a member
of the National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA), the City is able to
purchase this truck for $165,050.09, per the Mobile Refuse
Collection Vehicle Contract #112014-LEG.   NJPA is a public
agency that enables municipalities to combine national
purchasing power through cooperative efforts.  Under the NJPA
agreement, equipment is vetted and is obtained through
competitively solicited purchases. GranTurk has offered a trade
in credit of $20,000 for a ten year old refuse truck that was
replaced in Fiscal Year 2015.   This truck is inoperable due to
transmission problems.   With the trade-in credit, the total
purchase cost for the new refuse truck would be $145,050.09. It is
recommended Council approve the purchase of a 2016
Freightliner with a 25 cubic yard commercial rear loader
manufactured by Leach from GranTurk Equipment Company at
a cost of $145,050.09 in accord with the NJPA Mobile Refuse
Collection Vehicle Contract #112014-LEG.  (CM)



Memorandum, J. Sterling, 09/23/2015

Memorandum, K. Skaggs, 10/09/2015

Quotation, GranTurk Equipment Company

B. Backhoe - Reference:
Memorandum, Karl Skaggs, 10/09/2015
Quotation, Folcomer Equipment Corporation
The FY 2016 Replacement Fund includes $100,000 for the
replacement of a 1997 Case Backhoe.     The backhoe being
replaced is 18 years old and has extensive corrosion in the
operator’s station, and outdated pins and bushings cause
imprecision with the equipment operation. Public Works staff
has identified a Case 580 Super N Loader Backhoe available for
purchase from Folcomer Equipment Corporation. As a member
of NJPA, the City is able to purchase this backhoe for $94,900.20,
per Contract #032515.   This backhoe utilizes a Tier 4 emissions
technology that eliminates soot associated with diesel equipment
and is nearly emission-free.  In addition, the new backhoe would
allow utilization of a stump grinder and other attachments. It is
recommended Council approve the purchase of a Case 580 Super
N Loader Backhoe from Folcomer Equipment Corporation at a
cost of $94,900.20 in accord with the NJPA Contract #032515. 
(CM)

The FY 2016 Replacement Fund includes $100,000 for the
replacement of a 1997 Case Backhoe.  The backhoe being replaced is
18 years old and has extensive corrosion in the operator's station, and
outdated pins and bushings cause imprecision with the equipment
operation.

Public Works staff has identified a Case 580 Super N Loader
Backhoe available for purchase from Folcomer Equipment
Corporation. As a member of NJPA, the City is able to purchase this
backhoe for $94,900.20, per Contract #032515.   This backhoe
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utilizes a Tier 4 emissions technology that eliminates soot associated
with diesel equipment and is nearly emission-free.   In addition, the
new backhoe would allow utilization of a stump grinder and other
attachments. 

It is recommended Council approve the purchase of a Case 580 Super
N Loader Backhoe from Folcomer Equipment Corporation at a cost
of $94,900.20 in accord with the NJPA Contract #032515.  (CM)

Memorandum, Karl Skaggs, 10/09/2015

Quotation, Folcomer Equipment Corporation

14. Proposal to Relocate Festival of Lights Tree Lighting Ceremony -
Reference:
Memorandum, G. Varda, 10/15/2015
The Recreation Department has developed a proposal to relocate the
tree lighting event of the City’s annual Festival of Lights.   It is
proposed to move the event from the front lawn of the Community
Center to the plaza area of Roosevelt Center. It is thought that moving
the event would increase the safety of everyone attending, provide a
location which is better suited for inclement weather, help promote
Roosevelt Center businesses, aid the crafters setting up at the
Community Center, and provide an opportunity to expand offerings
with the theatre, restaurants and possibly others.   Other than the
change in location, the event schedule would remain the same with the
potential to add new activities. Greg Varda, Assistant Director of
Recreation Programs, will be present at the meeting to provide more
details on the proposal and answer questions.  (MM)

The Recreation Department has developed a proposal to relocate the
tree lighting event of the City's annual Festival of Lights.   It is
proposed to move the event from the front lawn of the Community
Center to the plaza area of Roosevelt Center.

It is thought that moving the event would increase the safety of
everyone attending, provide a location which is better suited for
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inclement weather, help promote Roosevelt Center businesses, aid the
crafters setting up at the Community Center, and provide an
opportunity to expand offerings with the theatre, restaurants and
possibly others.  Other than the change in location, the event schedule
would remain the same with the potential to add new activities.

Greg Varda, Assistant Director of Recreation Programs, will be
present at the meeting to provide more details on the proposal and
answer questions.  (MM)

Memorandum, G. Varda, 10/15/2015

15. Maryland's Draft Consolidated Transportation Program FY 2016-2021
- Reference:
Memorandum, Terri S. Hruby, 10/12/15
The City has received the Draft FY 2016 – 2021 Maryland
Department of Transportation Consolidated Transportation Program
(CTP).  The annual tour meeting is scheduled for October 22, 2015 at
2:00 p.m. at the County Administration Building in Upper Marlboro.
The FY 2016 – 2021 CTP totals $15.5 billion.     In summary, $454.8
million worth of projects have been added to the CTP with the bulk of
the projects being added to the Construction Program.  For Greenbelt,
there are not significant program changes from the last CTP, with the
exception that the full interchange at the Greenbelt Metro Station has
been moved to the Construction Program.  The Purple Line continues
to be funded. The MD 201 Extended Project and the I-95/I-495
Capital Beltway widening feasibility study continue to be on hold.
The CTP includes an estimated $201.4 million in funding for bicycle
and pedestrian improvements.  The SHA program continues to include
funding for the US 1 Improvement projects, and $33.4 million has
been added to the CTP for construction.  Funding for Prince George’s
County Local Bus Program continues to be included. Consistent with
the City’s position last year, staff recommends City Council transmit a
letter to Transportation Secretary Pete Rahn, stating the City’s strong
support for the transit related projects such as the Purple Line,
pedestrian and bicycle projects, construction of a full interchange at
Greenbelt Metro Station and US 1 improvements.   Staff also
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recommends City Council request that Prince George’s County and
SHA resurrect the MD 193 Greenbelt Road Neighborhood
Improvement Project and allocate planning funds to this important
project, which was put on hold in 2002.  (TH)

The City has received the Draft FY 2016 - 2021 Maryland Department
of Transportation Consolidated Transportation Program (CTP).   The
annual tour meeting is scheduled for October 22, 2015 at 2:00 p.m. at
the County Administration Building in Upper Marlboro.

The FY 2016 - 2021 CTP totals $15.5 billion.   In summary, $454.8
million worth of projects have been added to the CTP with the bulk of
the projects being added to the Construction Program.  For Greenbelt,
there are not significant program changes from the last CTP, with the
exception that the full interchange at the Greenbelt Metro Station has
been moved to the Construction Program.  The Purple Line continues
to be funded. The MD 201 Extended Project and the I-95/I-495
Capital Beltway widening feasibility study continue to be on hold.
The CTP includes an estimated $201.4 million in funding for bicycle
and pedestrian improvements.  The SHA program continues to include
funding for the US 1 Improvement projects, and $33.4 million has
been added to the CTP for construction.  Funding for Prince George's
County Local Bus Program continues to be included.

Consistent with the City's position last year, staff recommends City
Council transmit a letter to Transportation Secretary Pete Rahn, stating
the City's strong support for the transit related projects such as the
Purple Line, pedestrian and bicycle projects, construction of a full
interchange at Greenbelt Metro Station and US 1 improvements.  Staff
also recommends City Council request that Prince George's County
and SHA resurrect the MD 193 Greenbelt Road Neighborhood
Improvement Project and allocate planning funds to this important
project, which was put on hold in 2002.  (TH)

Memorandum, Terri S. Hruby, 10/12/15

https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14163
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14163
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14163
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14163
https://greenbeltmd.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=&clip_id=586&meta_id=14164


16. Approval of PY 42 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Application - Reference:
CDBG PY 42 Application Instructions - Applications to Prince
George’s County for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funds for Program Year 42 (7/1/16-6/30/17) are due on November 6,
2015.  During the last funding cycle (PY 41), the City applied for
$118,850 to reconstruct a portion of Springhill Drive.   The
Department of Housing & Community Development (DHCD)
recommended and the County awarded $75,000 in CDBG funding.   
Staff is awaiting final DHCD approval and anticipates proceeding
with the project in the spring. Staff proposes to submit “Breezewood
Drive Street Improvements” as the City’s top priority for PY 42.  This
project proposes to resurface Breezewood Drive from Springhill Lane
to Cherrywood Terrace including base repair, replacement of curb and
gutter, installation of concrete bus pads as needed, and landscaping
improvements. Staff anticipates seeking $115,500 for this project.
Staff believes the City should submit only one application for PY 42. 
This will allow both DHCD staff and the City’s County Council
representative to focus solely on this application.  It is recommended
Council approve submission of the PY 42 Application as outlined
above.  It is further recommended that Council authorize the Mayor to
execute any PY 42 CDBG Operating Agreements and all other
necessary documents in order to accept and implement this grant
award.  (DEM)

Applications to Prince George's County for Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) funds for Program Year 42 (7/1/16-6/30/17) are
due on November 6, 2015. 

During the last funding cycle (PY 41), the City applied for $118,850
to reconstruct a portion of Springhill Drive.   The Department of
Housing & Community Development (DHCD) recommended and the
County awarded $75,000 in CDBG funding.   Staff is awaiting final
DHCD approval and anticipates proceeding with the project in the
spring.

Staff proposes to submit "Breezewood Drive Street Improvements" as
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the City's top priority for PY 42.   This project proposes to resurface
Breezewood Drive from Springhill Lane to Cherrywood Terrace
including base repair, replacement of curb and gutter, installation of
concrete bus pads as needed, and landscaping improvements. Staff
anticipates seeking $115,500 for this project. 

Staff believes the City should submit only one application for PY 42. 
This will allow both DHCD staff and the City's County Council
representative to focus solely on this application. 

It is recommended Council approve submission of the PY 42
Application as outlined above.  It is further recommended that Council
authorize the Mayor to execute any PY 42 CDBG Operating
Agreements and all other necessary documents in order to accept and
implement this grant award.  (DEM)

CDBG PY 42 Application Instructions (part 1)

CDBG PY 42 Application Instructions (part 2)

17. Deadline for Local and Bi-County Bills - Reference:
Prince George’s Delegation Website Notice
List of Legislative Suggestions
The deadline for sponsor approval of local and bi-county bill requests
is October 29, 2015.   Local bills are those that only affect Prince
George’s County (education, liquor licenses, etc.).  Bi-county bills are
those that affect Prince George’s and Montgomery Counties (usually
M-NCPPC and WSSC).   These bills are considered by the Prince
George’s Delegation and their subcommittees, before consideration by
the General Assembly as a whole. Staff is not aware of items for
submission.   The Prince George’s Delegation will hold a public
hearing on these bills on November 16. Included in Council’s packet
is a list of “Legislative Suggestions” that staff is maintaining.  Please
note that most of these items are not local/bi-county issues. Council
direction is sought.  (DEM)

The deadline for sponsor approval of local and bi-county bill requests
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is October 29, 2015.   Local bills are those that only affect Prince
George's County (education, liquor licenses, etc.).  Bi-county bills are
those that affect Prince George's and Montgomery Counties (usually
M-NCPPC and WSSC).   These bills are considered by the Prince
George's Delegation and their subcommittees, before consideration by
the General Assembly as a whole. 

Staff is not aware of items for submission.   The Prince George's
Delegation will hold a public hearing on these bills on November 16.

Included in Council's packet is a list of "Legislative Suggestions" that
staff is maintaining.   Please note that most of these items are not
local/bi-county issues.

Council direction is sought.  (DEM)

Prince George’s Delegation Website Notice

List of Legislative Suggestions

18. State Legislation - Vegetation Management by Electric Companies -
Reference:
Draft Bill
Email, Delegate Tarlau, 9/9/15
Letter, Emmett V. Jordan, 9/18/15
Delegate James Tarlau has drafted legislation for introduction during
the 2016 Session that would allow counties and municipal
corporations to adopt and enforce local laws and regulations regarding
vegetation management by electric companies, but with oversight by
the Public Service Commission (PSC).  Delegate Tarlau has asked the
City for feedback on this draft legislation. Under the proposed
legislation, if an electric company intends to perform vegetation
management work which violates a local law or regulation they are
required to try and work out an agreement with the county or
municipality.  If an agreement cannot be reached within 6 months, the
electric company may file with the Public Service Commission (PSC)
and they will decide the matter. During the 2013 Session, the State
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passed legislation (HB 587) which prohibited a County or
Municipality from interfering with a utility’s vegetation management
program.  This bill passed unanimously in the House and 35-12 in the
Senate, despite the City’s objections. This past Session (2015) the City
supported HB 376 (Del. Tarlau) which would have repealed the
provisions adopted in 2013.   Delegates Healey and Washington were
co-sponsors and the Maryland Municipal League supported this bill. 
HB 376 received an unfavorable vote (21-0) in Committee. Staff
appreciates Delegate Tarlau’s efforts and recommends the City support
the bill.   However, staff is not optimistic that this bill will pass.   
Electric companies will likely oppose the bill.  Council direction is
sought.  (DEM)

Delegate James Tarlau has drafted legislation for introduction during
the 2016 Session that would allow counties and municipal
corporations to adopt and enforce local laws and regulations regarding
vegetation management by electric companies, but with oversight by
the Public Service Commission (PSC).  Delegate Tarlau has asked the
City for feedback on this draft legislation.

Under the proposed legislation, if an electric company intends to
perform vegetation management work which violates a local law or
regulation they are required to try and work out an agreement with the
county or municipality.   If an agreement cannot be reached within 6
months, the electric company may file with the Public Service
Commission (PSC) and they will decide the matter.

During the 2013 Session, the State passed legislation (HB 587) which
prohibited a County or Municipality from interfering with a utility's
vegetation management program.  This bill passed unanimously in the
House and 35-12 in the Senate, despite the City's objections.

This past Session (2015) the City supported HB 376 (Del. Tarlau)
which would have repealed the provisions adopted in 2013.  Delegates
Healey and Washington were co-sponsors and the Maryland
Municipal League supported this bill.   HB 376 received an
unfavorable vote (21-0) in Committee.
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Staff appreciates Delegate Tarlau's efforts and recommends the City
support the bill.   However, staff is not optimistic that this bill will
pass.  Electric companies will likely oppose the bill. 

Council direction is sought.  (DEM)

Draft Bill

Email, Delegate Tarlau, 9/9/15

Letter, Emmett V. Jordan, 9/18/15

19. Council Reports

*      20.   Resignations from Advisory Groups - Paula Scott Luddy has
submitted her resignation from the Senior Citizens Advisory   Committee
and Kimberly Knox has submitted her resignation from the Greenbelt
Advisory Committee on Environmental Sustainability.   Approval of this
item on the consent agenda will indicate Council’s intent to accept these
resignation with regret.  (CM)

Reference: Letter, P. Luddy, 10/05/15
        Email, K. Knox, 10/15/2015

Paula Scott Luddy has submitted her resignation from the Senior Citizens
Advisory   Committee and Kimberly Knox has submitted her resignation
from the Greenbelt Advisory Committee on Environmental Sustainability. 
Approval of this item on the consent agenda will indicate Council's intent to
accept these resignation with regret.  (CM)

*      21.   Designation of Voting Delegate and Alternate for the National
League of Cities Congress of Cities - Reference:
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Memorandum, Clarence Anthony, 9/22/2015
The National League of Cities (NLC) has asked the City to designate voting
and alternate voting delegates to the Annual Business Meeting which will
be held on November 7, 2015, at the Congress of Cities in Nashville,
Tennessee.   Approval of this item on the consent agenda will designate
Mayor Jordan as the voting delegate, Mayor Pro Tem Davis as the first
alternate, and Mr. Putens as the second alternate.   Approval of this item
would also authorize the City Clerk to so notify the NLC.  (CM)

Reference: Memorandum, Clarence Anthony, 9/22/2015

The National League of Cities (NLC) has asked the City to designate voting
and alternate voting delegates to the Annual Business Meeting which will
be held on November 7, 2015, at the Congress of Cities in Nashville,
Tennessee.   Approval of this item on the consent agenda will designate
Mayor Jordan as the voting delegate, Mayor Pro Tem Davis as the first
alternate, and Mr. Putens as the second alternate.   Approval of this item
would also authorize the City Clerk to so notify the NLC.  (CM)

Memorandum, Clarence Anthony, 9/22/2015

*      22.   2015 Community Questionnaire - Councilmembers will present
reports on meetings and conferences recently attended.  (CM) - Reference:
Draft 2015 Questionnaire (attached separately) At the time of the regular
City election, the City issues a questionnaire to solicit the opinion of
residents on City services and issues.   The questionnaire is placed at the
polling locations, published in the Greenbelt News Review, and made
available on the City’s website. The questionnaire seeks demographic
information on the respondent and the respondent’s rating of City services. 
It also solicits opinions on community issues.  Council and staff have
reviewed the proposed questionnaire and new questions have been added as
requested by Council.  It is recommended the questionnaire be approved. 
(DM)

At the time of the regular City election, the City issues a questionnaire to
solicit the opinion of residents on City services and issues.   The
questionnaire is placed at the polling locations, published in the Greenbelt
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News Review, and made available on the City's website.

The questionnaire seeks demographic information on the respondent and
the respondent's rating of City services.   It also solicits opinions on
community issues. 

Council and staff have reviewed the proposed questionnaire and new
questions have been added as requested by Council.   

It is recommended the questionnaire be approved.  (DM)

Draft 2015 Questionnaire

*      23.   Letter to Governor Hogan - Support of Increased Funding for
Maryland Youth Services Bureaus - Reference:
Draft Letter - The Maryland Association of Youth Service Bureaus
(MAYSB) has sent a letter to Governor Hogan seeking additional funding
for Youth Service Bureaus statewide.   Included in Council’s packet is a
similar letter to the Governor to support the MAYSB letter.   It is
recommended the letter be approved for signature and sending.  (MM)

The Maryland Association of Youth Service Bureaus (MAYSB) has sent a
letter to Governor Hogan seeking additional funding for Youth Service
Bureaus statewide.   Included in Council's packet is a similar letter to the
Governor to support the MAYSB letter.   It is recommended the letter be
approved for signature and sending.  (MM)

Draft Letter

V. MEETINGS

Regular Meeting Mon. 10/19 8:00 pm
Work Session - WMATA Access Trail / Buddy Attick Park Design
Consultant Selection/Award (CC)  Wed. 10/21 8:00 pm
Four Cities Meeting (Greenbelt) Thurs. 10/22 7:30 pm
MML Fall Conference Mon-Wed 10/26-28
No Meeting Mon. 11/2
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City Council Election (Polls open 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.) Tues. 11/3
NLC Congress of Cities Wed.-Sat. 11/4-7
Work Session - Organization of 41st Council (Library) Mon. 11/9 7:30
pm
Special Charter Meeting - Swearing-In of 41st Council Mon. 11/9 8:00
pm
City Holiday (Veteran's Day) Wed. 11/11
Work Session - Greenbelt Station Phase III DSP  Mon. 11/16 8:00 pm
Work Session - Cherrywood Lane Green & Complete Street Redesign
(CC) Wed. 11/18 8:00 pm
Regular Meeting Mon. 11/23 8:00 pm
No Meeting Wed. 11/25
Work Session - Capital Office Park Mon. 11/30 8:00 pm

Ready to be scheduled:
WSSC (stakeholder)
Rental Apartments (stakeholder)
Comcast/Verizon
Organizational Study Next Steps
Forest Preserve/Community Gardens
Playground Surfacing at 1 court Southway

For later scheduling:
Zoning Enforcement
Parkway Apartment Owners/GHI (parking)
Northway Fields Master Plan
City Manager Updates (Jan, Pre-budget; July, & Sept/Oct)
Cemetery Plans
Meeting with County on Transportation Plan
Election/Voting Age




