
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
Municipal Building

Monday, September 09, 2019
8:00 PM

I. ORGANIZATION
1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

4. Consent Agenda - Approval of Staff Recommendations
(Items on the Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as recommended by staff,
subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by Council.) 

5. Approval of Agenda and Additions 

II. COMMUNICATIONS
6. Presentations 

6a. Ms. Aisha Braveboy, Prince George’s County State's Attorney  
Suggested Action: 
Prince George's County State's Attorney Aisha Braveboy will make a brief presentation to the
Council.

6b. Emergency Preparedness Month 
Suggested Action: Candice Covin, Disaster Program Manager with American Red Cross for
Montgomery & Prince George’s Counties will accept the proclamation.
National Preparedness Day Proclamation.pdf

7. Petitions and Requests 

8. Minutes of Council Meetings 1

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427385/National_Preparedness_Day_Proclamation.pdf


Suggested Action: 
Work Session - January 16, 2019
Work Session - May 29, 2019
Work Session - June 12, 2019
Work Session - July 01, 2019
Interview - July 01, 2019
WS190116.pdf
WS190529.pdf
WS190612.pdf
INT190701.pdf
WS190701.pdf

9. Administrative Reports 

10. Committee Reports 

10a*. Advisory Planning Board Report #2019-08 (Hanover Parkway and Greenway Center Drive
Intersection) 
Suggested Action: It is recommended that Council accept this report.
APB Report #2019-08.pdf

10b*. Advisory Planning Board Report #2019-09 (Hanover Parkway Bicycle Facilities Alternatives) 
Suggested Action: It is recommended that Council accept this report.
APB Report #2019-09.pdf

III. LEGISLATION
11. A Resolution to Authorize the Negotiated Purchase for Captioning Services from Municipal

Captioning Inc. at an estimated cost of $12,960.
- 1st  Reading

Suggested Action: 

Reference:
Resolution
Quote, Municipal Captioning Inc., 07/17/2019

At the Regular Meeting on August 12, 2019, the City Council approved the selection of
Municipal Captioning Inc. to provide captioning services for City  Council meeting.   Municipal
Captioning provided a quote of $12,960 for 30 hours of captioning a month, which is a little
more than 5 hours a week. The quote also includes the hardware, installation and training.  

It is recommended this Resolution be introduced for first reading.

Municipal Captioning Resolution.pdf
Quote, Municipal Captioning Inc., 07/17/2019.pdf

12. A Resolution to Authorize the Negotiated Purchase of FY 2020 Legal Services from Alexander
& Cleaver PA at an estimated cost of $165,000.
- 1st Reading
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/415214/WS190116.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427435/WS190529.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/424957/WS190612.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/415114/INT190701.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427437/WS190701.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/424230/APB_Report_Greenway_Center_Drive.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/424231/APB_Report_Bicycle_Facilities_on_Hanover_Parkway.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427746/Municipal_Captioning_Resolution.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427443/Municipal_Captioning_Quote__07.17.2019.pdf


Suggested Action: 

Reference:  
Resolution
Memorandum, A. Belton, 09/05/2019
Letter, T. Pounds, 01/11/2018

Mayor Jordan requested the present and past agreements for legal services.  Staff were
unable to locate the agreement with the past firm, attached is the present agreement.  The FY
2020 Budget includes $165,000 for legal services.  The majority of these costs are for the
services of the City Solicitor, Alexander & Cleaver PA.   Since the amount paid to the firm
annually is over $10,000, a Resolution is required.  

Below are the City's legal services costs since FY 2014. 

Fiscal Year Budget Actual
FY 2020 $165,000
FY 2019 $120,000 $195,866
FY 2018 $88,000 $91,878
FY 2017 $88,000 $133,454
FY 2016 $88,000 $88,392
FY 2015 $88,000 $86,531
FY 2014 $86,000 $84,000

It is recommended the Resolution be introduced for first reading.

Alexander_Cleaver_Resolution.pdf
Memorandum, A. Belton, 09.05.2019.pdf
Letter, T. Pounds, 01.11.2018.pdf

IV. OTHER BUSINESS
13. Reclassifications 

Suggested Action: 

Reference:
Memorandum, M. Johnson, 04/16/2019
Budgetary Impact of Proposed Reclassifications
Position Descriptions

The City has conducted periodic review of position descriptions and actual duties based on
employee or supervisory request. Directors were asked to provide positions for review.  This
was completed in June and information provided to Council in June. This is in lieu of a more
expensive, comprehensive compensation study. The intent is to evaluate the workload and
duties of a position. The memo that was distributed to Council in closed session has been
provided in the agenda packet with employee names redacted. The City will not release
personnel evaluations or other related material. 

Attached is a memo on proposed FY 2020 Reclassifications, along with the budgetary impact
and the position descriptions.  Five positions are recommended for reclassification.  Council
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427332/Alexander_Cleaver_Resolution.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427226/Memorandum__A._Belton__09.05.2019.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427244/Letter__T._Pounds__01.11.2018.pdf


approval is sought.
Memorandum, M. Johnson, 04.16.2019.pdf
Budgetary Impact of Proposed Reclassifications.pdf
Position Descriptions.pdf

14. Forest Preserve Advisory Board Proposed City Code Changes 
Suggested Action: 
Reference:  Chapter 12 Parks and Recreation

Council Member Byrd requested this item to be added to the agenda. 

The proposed changes are attached.
CH012 - Chapter 12  PARKS AND RECREATION-FINAL EDITS.pdf

15. Council Activities  

16. Council Reports 

17. *State and County NAACP Letter 
NAACP-MarylandStateConference-CC-letter.pdf

18. *Board of Appeals Resolution for Variance #19-0006-V  
Suggested Action: 

Reference: BoA Resolution #19-0006-V 

An appeal was made to the Board of Appeals (BoA) to grant a variance of 11 feet to allow for
the construction of a workshop/garage not entirely behind the principle structure at 10
Greenknolls Place. According to the Prince George’s County Zoning Ordinance accessory
buildings, in the R-55 zone, are required to be setback 60’ from the front street line and are
required to be located only in the rear yard. A public hearing on this application was held on
July 30, 2019. The Board of Appeals found that the required criteria for granting a variance
were met and voted to recommend approval of Variance 19-0006-V, consistent with staff’s
recommendation. All parties of record were notified of the public hearing and no one spoke in
opposition to the variance request. Since no appeals or requests for oral argument have been
filed with the City, staff recommends City Council adopt the Board of Appeals Resolution by
consent, as permitted by the zoning legislation. 

BoA Resolution #19-0006-V.pdf

19. Letter to State and Military Officials about City Interest in Greenbelt Armory 
Suggested Action: 

Reference:
Letter, M. McLaughlin, 12.21.2016
Letter, M. McLaughlin, 12.22.2016

Council Member Roberts requested this item to be added to the agenda.  Attached are
additional information on the Greenbelt Armory requested by Mayor Jordan.

Letter, M. McLaughlin, 12.21.2016.pdf
Letter, M. McLaughlin, 12.22.2016.pdf 4

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427572/Memorandum__M._Johnson__04.16.2019.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427574/Budgetary_Impact_of_Proposed_Reclassifications.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427404/Position_Descriptions.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/425525/CH012_-_Chapter_12__PARKS_AND_RECREATION-FINAL_EDITS.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427811/NAACP-MarylandStateConference-CC-letter.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/418973/BoA_Resolution__19-0006-V.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427615/Letter__M._McLaughlin__12.21.2016.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427616/Letter__M._McLaughlin__12.22.2016.pdf


V. MEETINGS
20. Meetings

Suggested Action: 

Reference:  Meetings Calendar

2019 Meeting Schedule:  At the regular meeting on February 25, Council reviewed its 2019
meeting schedule.  The following changes to the 2019 meeting calendar were suggested:

•  Reschedule October 14th Regular Meeting to Tuesday, October 15th.  (MML Fall
Conference in Cambridge – October 13-15)

•  No Work Session on November 20.  (NLC City Summit in San Antonio – November 20-23)

A motion is required to approve this schedule change. 
meetings.pdf
Stakeholder Schedule.pdf

5

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427562/meetings.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427558/Stakeholder_Schedule.pdf


Agenda Item No:6

City Council Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Submitted by: Shaniya Lashley-Mullen
Submitting Department: Administration 
Item Type: Presentations
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Presentations

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
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Agenda Item No:6a

City Council Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Submitted by: Bonita Anderson
Submitting Department: Administration 
Item Type: Presentations
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Ms. Aisha Braveboy, Prince George’s County State's Attorney 

Suggested Action:

Prince George's County State's Attorney Aisha Braveboy will make a brief presentation to the Council.

Attachments:

7



Agenda Item No:6b

City Council Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Submitted by: Bonita Anderson
Submitting Department: Administration 
Item Type: Proclamation
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Emergency Preparedness Month

Suggested Action:
Candice Covin, Disaster Program Manager with American Red Cross for Montgomery & Prince George’s
Counties will accept the proclamation.

Attachments:
National Preparedness Day Proclamation.pdf

8

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427385/National_Preparedness_Day_Proclamation.pdf


 

 

 P R O C L A M A T I O N 

 

WHEREAS, National Preparedness Month is a nationwide coordinated effort sponsored 

each September by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to encourage all Americans to 

prepare for emergencies in their homes, businesses, and schools; and   

WHEREAS, the theme of National Preparedness Month 2019 “Prepared, Not Scared”, 

an effort intended to increase public awareness concerning the importance of preparing for 

emergencies and to persuade individuals and families to take action; and 

WHEREAS, being prepared includes creating an emergency supply kit containing items 

that will allow families to survive for at least three days in the event of an emergency, developing 

a plan that addresses sheltering in place or evacuating the area, staying informed about 

different threats that could affect our community, and seeking out training in first aid and 

emergency response; and 

WHEREAS, throughout the year, the Greenbelt Community Emergency Response 

Team (CERT) trains in emergency procedures and promotes preparedness through public 

educational programs; and  

WHEREAS, the Greenbelt Community Animal Response Team (CART) recruits and 

trains volunteers to provide assistance for displaced animals during emergencies or disasters; 

and 

WHEREAS, the City’s Public Safety Advisory Committee (PSAC) also educates the 

community about public safety issues, concerns, and programs. 

WHEREAS, citizens volunteer with the Greenbelt Volunteer Fire Company and Rescue 

Squad to respond to disasters and keep us safe daily, joined by Police, Career Fire Department, 

Public Works and Code Enforcement employees.  

NOW THEREFORE, I, Emmett V. Jordan, by the authority vested in me by the citizens 

and City Council of Greenbelt, do hereby proclaim September as  

 NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH  
 

and urge all our residents to proactively take measures to make themselves, their families, and 

the entire community better prepared for all types of emergencies.   

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand and caused the Seal of the City of Greenbelt, 

Maryland, to be affixed this 9
th

 day of September 

2019. 

 

 

EMMETT V. JORDAN, Mayor  

 

 

 

 

ATTEST:     Bonita Anderson, City Clerk 9



Agenda Item No:8

City Council Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Submitted by: Shaniya Lashley-Mullen
Submitting Department: Administration 
Item Type: Meeting Minutes
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Minutes of Council Meetings

Suggested Action:

Work Session - January 16, 2019
Work Session - May 29, 2019
Work Session - June 12, 2019
Work Session - July 01, 2019
Interview - July 01, 2019

Attachments:
WS190116.pdf

WS190529.pdf

WS190612.pdf

INT190701.pdf

WS190701.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/415214/WS190116.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427435/WS190529.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/424957/WS190612.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/415114/INT190701.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/427437/WS190701.pdf


 

 

Minutes, Work Session, 01/16/2019 

Page 1 of 6 

WORK SESSION OF THE GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL held Wednesday, January 16, 2019, to 

meet with Council Member At-Large Calvin Hawkins and Melvin Franklin. 

 

Mayor Jordan started the meeting at 7:37 p.m. The meeting was held in room 201 of the 

Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent Road. 

 

PRESENT WERE: Councilmembers Colin A. Byrd, Judith F. Davis, Leta M. Mach, Silke I. Pope, 

Edward V. J. Putens, Rodney M. Roberts (7:55 pm), and Mayor Emmett V. Jordan. 

 

STAFF PRESENT WERE: Nicole Ard, City Manager; David Moran, Assistant City Manager, 

and Shaniya Lashley-Mullen, Administrative Assistant.  

 

ALSO PRESENT WERE: Reverend Ray Raysor; Cathie Meetre, and Mary Lou Williamson, 

Greenbelt News Review; Steve Skolnik, President of Greenbelt Home Incorporated (GHI); Bill 

Orleans and others.   

 

Mayor Jordan provided Council Members At-Large Hawkins and Franklin history about 

Greenbelt. He also noted that the City was the first to provide a public pool in the County. 

 

Mr. Franklin indicted that he was Chair of the Prince George’s County Council for two years. 

He stated the purpose  for an At-Large Councilmember is to represent the County as a whole; 

bring more County government closer to the people, strengthen the City of Greenbelt and Prince 

George’s County’s relationships. Mr. Franklin also stated that the Prince George’s County 

Council wants the economy to grow to build a generational wealth by spending Prince George’s 

County dollars in Prince George’s County and the City of Greenbelt’s dollars in the City of 

Greenbelt. 

 

Mr. Hawkins indicated that he was looking for an opportunity to assist his other Prince George’s 

County Councilmembers to move the County forward. He stated that his position for running for 

County Council was to assist seniors and individuals with disabilities. Mr. Hawkins shared that 

he had worked with the 27 municipalities and wanted to bring some of their ideas to move the 

County forward. He also indicated that he was appointed the Municipal Liaison. 

 

Mayor Jordan invited both Councilmembers Franklin and Hawkins to the next Four Cities 

Meeting at College Park Municipal Building. He explained that the City Council meets on a 

quarterly basis with the Town of Berwyn Heights, the City of College Park, and the City of New 

Carrollton. 

 

Mayor Jordan stated that the State Legislators, Delegate Gaines, Delegate Healey, County 

Councilmember Turner, and Senator Pinsky attended the Legislative Dinner. He explained each 

of the City of Greenbelt’s Legislative Top Priorities, which are: Oppose Transfer and Potential 

Privatization of The Baltimore /Washington Parkway, Oppose Beltway Widening, Block the 

Maglev Train Routes through Greenbelt and Prince George’s County, Greenbelt Road 

Streetscape Improvements and Greenbelt Metro Station Improvements. 

 

Mayor Jordan noted that if the transfer would take place, trucks would be allowed on the 

parkway. The proposed widening would change the character of the parkway into a super 

highway. He also stated that with widening, the beltway will be encroaching on some properties 

in Greenbelt and residents would lose their homes. Mayor Jordan stated the Maglev train 11
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doesn’t make a lot of sense and would cost $50-$100 to travel to Baltimore. That money could be 

used to enhance the MARC Train. 

 

Ms. Mach stated that a study was done on the proposed widening the Baltimore Washington 

Parkway in 2011. The study stated that it would be extremely expensive because you would have 

to tear down all the bridges and rebuild them. She also noted that the widening wouldn’t 

improve traffic on the parkway. Mayor Jordan stated the bridges weren’t built to have 18 

wheeler trucks on them.  

 

Ms. Davis stated that the previous County Council went on record to oppose the transfer of the 

Baltimore Washington Parkway. She stated she hopes that the current County Council will be in 

opposition transferring the Baltimore Washington Parkway and the Maglev proposed project.  

 

There was a discussion on the authority the Governor has to make decisions without the State 

Legislators and local jurisdictions being involved.  Mr. Franklin added if the Governor was 

focused on transportation. Ms. Pope stated if the Governor was focused on the infrastructure at 

the Metro, than the State wouldn’t need the Maglev. Mr. Franklin advised Baltimore City is the 

only jurisdiction that has the authority to approve or disapprove a railroad franchise and the 

Maglev is a railroad franchise.  

 

Mayor Jordan noted that he has been working and meeting with the Mayors of Laurel, New 

Carrollton, College Park, Bladensburg, Riverdale Park, and Cheverly and they advise the 

Maglev doesn’t make any sense. He added that they wanted to find a sustainable way to use the 

money to benefit Prince George’s County instead of building the Maglev. Mayor Jordan also 

said the City is getting all the impact and the entire burden but not any of the benefits. Mr. 

Putens stated that the Maglev has two routes coming through Greenbelt, which would travel 

through Hunting Ridge and the Forest Preserve and the other one traveling under Eleanor 

Roosevelt High School. 

 

Mr. Roberts suggested that the Green Line get extended to BWI Airport that would benefit 

thousands of citizens. Mayor Jordan recommended extending the light rail from Baltimore to 

Prince George’s County and extend the Green Line. 

 

Mayor Jordan said the Greenbelt Streetscape hasn’t changed in 20 years. The City has a plan of 

what Greenbelt Road should look like with the Town of Berwyn Heights and the City of College 

Park. He indicated making Greenbelt Road a walkable/bikeable place so people would stop in 

the City instead going through the City. Mayor Jordan stated that Greenbelt is a gateway 

community and it need to be number one on the priority project list. Mr. Franklin stated that the 

FBI was considering relocating in Greenbelt, which was number one or two on the priority 

project list. Ms. Davis indicated that the interchange was on the priority project list. 

 

Mayor Jordan noted that the City has a plan for Cherrywood Lane that would connect the 

Greenbelt Metro Station to Greenbelt Road to make it a complete green street. Mayor Jordan 

also stated that the City received a large grant from the National Fishing and Wild Life program 

to redesign it to a walkable/bikeable street. The Greenbelt Station Community is almost 

completed, with wonderful townhomes and apartments.  

 

Mr. Franklin stated that the County Council is in the process of completing their Joint 

Transportation priority letter to the State, and the City Council should submit a letter 12
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emphasizing the City’s concerns. Ms. Davis stated a letter has already been submitted and can 

be forwarded to Mr. Franklin.  

 

Mr. Hawkins requested a copy of the Urban Land Institute Technical Assistance Panel Report 

(ULI-TAP). Mayor Jordan stated a copy will be forwarded and invited both County 

Councilmembers At-Large to attend the upcoming ULI-TAP work session. Mr. Moran stated that 

State Highway Administration did a conceptual plan in 2002-2003.  

 

Mr. Franklin stated that this is a common challenge, there are large state roads that go through 

our communities and there weren’t any planning concepts for walkable or pedestrians safety. He 

stated that other jurisdictions are building communities around Metro and now the County is 

also.     

 

There was a brief discussion on HB10 that is being proposed by Delegate Carr. The policy that 

is in place now is that State Highway puts the highways in and the municipalities would have to 

maintain them. Mayor Jordan stated the City doesn’t have the resources to maintain County and 

State properties.  

 

Mayor Jordan stated that the City of Greenbelt has one of the largest Metro parking lots in 

Prince George’s County and Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) hasn’t 

made any investments at the Metro in about 10-15 years. There was a great proposal for the FBI 

to come to Greenbelt and nothing happened. He also stated that the residents at Greenbelt 

Station don’t have a connection to the Metro, which is too far to walk. Mayor Jordan said that 

Prince George’s County added a $2.75 parking surcharge that has been in place for about 2/1/2 

years and the money hasn’t been distributed back into the City. That money could be used to 

build the connecting trail. The developers have put up money to help build the connecting trail, 

but WMATA keeps on changing the plans and driving up the prices. 

 

Ms. Davis indicated that the WMATA hearing in Greenbelt was scheduled for January 30
th

 in the 

library. She also noted that Council had sent a letter for extending the hours and to extend the 

Yellow Line to Greenbelt. Mr. Franklin stated that the Council is in a good position to demand 

more from WMATA, a new stationary plan for Greenbelt. Mr. Franklin indicated that he would 

look into the $2.75 parking surcharge. 

 

There was brief discussion on the trail leading from Greenbelt Station to the Greenbelt Metro. 

Mr. Hawkins suggested that Greenbelt, College Park and Berwyn Heights write a join letter to 

WMATA to express each municipality’s concerns. Mr. Franklin noted it would be an advocacy 

letter with all the municipalities and the County Council.  

 

Mayor Jordan noted that along with the priorities that were already discussed, he provided the 

following additional priorities: increase M-NCPPC Funding for City Recreation Programs, 

Children living in Greenbelt Station should attend Greenbelt School, replace sidewalks on State 

Roads and Ban Plastic Straws. 

 

Mayor Jordan stated that M-NCPPC funding for the City Recreation Programs hasn’t increased 

since FY2013 and the City receives $234,000 annually.  

 

There was a discussion on Children living in Greenbelt Station should attend Greenbelt Schools. 

Ms. Mach stated that all the Prince George’s County Schools are overcrowded and if the 
13
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students are being bused to a crowded school, it should be a crowded school in Greenbelt. Ms. 

Mach said that the City works with the Greenbelt schools, the Advisory Committee of Education 

(ACE), provides grants to the Greenbelt Schools. ACE also has annual ceremonies for the 

teachers and students at Greenbelt Schools. Mr. Byrd stated that Springhill Lake Elementary is 

massively overcrowded, as is the case of Eleanor Roosevelt High School. He also stated that 

Springhill Lake Elementary has many maintenance issues.   

 

There was brief discussion on the School Resource Officer Program. 

 

There was discussion to replace sidewalks on State roads. Mayor Jordan indicated that the 

sidewalk on Greenbelt Road near the Beltway is in need of repairs.  

 

There was discussion about the ban on plastic straws. Ms. Davis stated that several disabled 

citizens need a plastic straw. Restaurants have them but will only give them out on request. Ms. 

Pope noted that there are compostable straws. Ms. Davis also stated that citizens could buy their 

own steel straws. 

 

Mayor Jordan stated that Greenbelt is a mixed income community and wants to preserve the 

affordable housing and aging in place. He also stated that even though Greenbelt doesn’t have 

zoning and planning authority, Greenbelt still takes an active role with the Advisory Planning 

Board (APB) who works with builders and developers so Council can have input on conception 

sites.   

 

Mr. Franklin replied to Mayor Jordan’s question, stating that the Zoning Rewrite Ordinance 

doesn’t go into effect until the maps are done. He also stated that he understand that Greenbelt 

has unique neighboring conservation overlays zoning issues and wants to preserve them.  Mayor 

Jordan stated the intention is not to rezone everything, maybe re-change the names around and 

not change the character of Greenbelt. He also stated that Greenbelt is passionate about 

protecting Old Greenbelt.   

 

Mr. Skolnik explained that Greenbelt Homes Incorporated (GHI) is a cooperative and provides 

affordable housing to the members. He also noted that GHI is a natural retirement community. 

Mr. Skolnik stated that GHI is a cooperative that works well with the City of Greenbelt; Prince 

George’s County and the State of Maryland, and enjoys a lot of self-governance. He stated that 

GHI is extremely concerned and very active in the process of the zoning rewrite project because 

the ability of GHI self-governance will be decreased. Mr. Skolnik stated if a conversation overlay 

zone is not established to protect Historic Greenbelt, then the nature of the community will 

change forever. Mr. Skolnik noted that GHI and the City of Greenbelt Council needs Prince 

Georges’ County Council’s support to make sure that doesn’t happen. GHI has a housing 

density of 6.2 and the zoning rewrite will change it to 11, and that’s not acceptable. 

 

Mr. Skolnik replied to Mr. Franklin’s question, stating that they removed the overlay zone and is 

working on a new NCO. Mr. Franklin stated that the Prince George’s County Planning Board 

Staff wants to get rid of the overlay zones because they feel that there shouldn’t be tailor made 

zones. The Prince George’s County Council can reverse it and reinstate the overlay zones for 

GHI.  

 

There was discussion on permits and Department of Permitting, Inspections and Enforcement. 

Mr. Franklin stated that if Mr. Skolnik can provide Mr. Hawkins and himself more detail in all 14
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the difficulties in writing, he would appreciate it. Ms. Davis stated when there is legislation that 

deals with housing, can they please add in cooperatives.  

 

Mr. Franklin stated that his understanding of the overlay zone was that a new overlay zone was 

initiated and it was designed to address Mr. Skolnik’s concerns. It would go to Prince George’s 

County Planning and then to the Prince George’s County Council to preserve Greenbelt. 

 

Ms. Meetre gave a brief history of the Greenbelt News Review. She noted that Ms. Williamson is 

President of the Greenbelt News Review Archive Project. Ms. Meetre stated that they still have 

all the original copies of the News Review dating back to 1937 and they are brittle to the touch.  

Ms. Meetre said they had a short window to rescan the papers with today’s technology and get 

them in a state where they can be searched using optimal character recognition and then submit 

them to a national archive. Ms. Meetre stated that the project is to scan all the non-digital 

papers, which are from 1937-2002 and get them into the Library of Congress through 1963 

because that is the last date the Library of Congress would accept them. Also to the Internet 

Archive which would take the Greenbelt News Review to present day.  

 

Ms. Meetre stated that the project received a small amount of funding from Mr. Turner’s 

Departmental Grants last fall and also received a grant from the Community Foundation. She 

also stated they received $13,000 from the community. Ms. Meetre also stated that the University 

of Maryland Digital Library Science group would digitalize the News Review and put them in the 

Library of Congress. Ms. Williamson stated that the City already provides a room in the 

Community Center to do the project. 

 

Ms. Meetre answered Mr. Franklin’s question, stating that the amount they are asking for is 

$25,000 and they are expecting to raise another $6,000. She indicated that they would ultimately 

have raised 60% for the project. That doesn’t include the volunteer labor. Ms. Williamson stated 

that the volunteers set up the paper to be scanned.  

 

Mr. Hawkins stated that he and Mr. Franklin have agreed to cover the remaining balance of the 

project.   

 

There was a brief discussion about the Greenbelt Library and the Tugwell Room. 

 

Ms. Davis stated she is the Commissioner of the Central Maryland Transportation and Mobility 

Commission which includes Howard County, Anne Arundel County, Laurel and Prince George’s 

County.  She explained the commission has budget issues that include the bus system which 

connects College Park, Greenbelt to Laurel. Ms. Davis said that Prince George’s County didn’t 

fulfill their part of the budget this year. There were a few cuts. 

 

Information Items –  

 

Ms. Davis gave a report on the Maryland Municipal League Committee meeting. 

 

Additional informational items were discussed. 

  

The meeting ended at 10:12 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 
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Shaniya Lashley-Mullen  

Administrative Assistant 

 

 

16



 

 

Minutes, Work Session, 05/29/2019 

Page 1 of 5 

WORK SESSION OF THE GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL held Wednesday, May 29, 2019, to 

discuss the Second Dog Park Location.  

 

Mayor Jordan started the meeting at 8:02 p.m. The meeting was held in room 201 of the 

Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent Road. 

 

Present were: Councilmembers Colin A. Byrd, Judith F. Davis, Leta M. Mach, Silke I. Pope 

Edward V. J. Putens, Rodney M. Roberts and Mayor Emmett V. Jordan.  

 

Staff present were: Nicole Ard, City Manager; Terri Hruby, Director of Planning and 

Community Development; Judith Howerton, Community Planner; and Shaniya Lashley-Mullen, 

Administrative Assistant.  

 

Also present were: Kathleen Gallagher, Greenbelt News Review; Bill Orleans and others.   

 

Proposed Dog Park Locations 

 

Ms. Howerton stated the City is still in search of a second dog park location. She presented a 

Power Point presentation on five potential dog park locations. 

 

Ms. Howerton stated some of the concerns were that some of the sites were too small to split into 

a big dog area and a small dog area. The proposed dog park locations are limited anything less 

than 8,000 SF wouldn’t be split into big/small dog areas and that was only one site (Stream 

Valley Park Location). 

  

There was a discussion on the Northway Fields location – 11,600 SF - $44,395 Estimated 

Construction Cost.  

 

Mr. Roberts advised he strongly objects to the Northway Fields location because it’s too far 

away. He indicated it’s hard for people to get to, and it needs to be closer to the population who 

is going to use the park. He also stated it would encroach on the playing fields. Mr. Roberts said 

that the City will be doing a renovation in the area to make it more useable and turning it into a 

dog park is a bad idea.  

 

Ms. Howerton listed the following concerns for the Northway Fields location: significant 

regrading is necessary which will impact existing trees; an eroded drainage trench borders the 

site; a long distance for residents to walk; and there is no clear access to water or electricity.   

 

Ms. Howerton stated that this location is already in use as an informal dog park. 

 

Ms. Howerton answered Ms. Davis’s question stating that the estimated cost doesn’t include 

regrading or electricity. She stated that the estimated cost would include a surface, fencing and 

maybe one or two pieces of equipment.  

 

There was a discussion on the Stream Valley Park location – 7,784 SF - $49,611Estimated 

Construction Cost. 

 

Ms. Howerton stated this location is already being used as an informal dog park. The Stream 

Valley Park location is just off Crescent Road, across street from St. Hugh’s Church. Ms. Hruby 17
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stated a person can get to the Stream Valley Park location from Fayette Place at Hillside Road. 

 

Ms. Davis suggested that the location be used as an informal dog park without fencing. Ms. 

Hruby said that there would be a discussion and the City Code would have to be amended 

because dogs off the leash are not permitted per the City Code. Ms. Howerton also stated this 

area is also used as a play area for the neighborhood children.  

 

Ms. Howerton stated that one of the concerns regarding the location is that this location is near 

private property; there isn’t clear access to get utilities; and there are constraints on the shape 

of the park due to the fact that it’s small and narrow.      

 

Mr. Putens and Mayor Jordan stated that that location is very neighborhood oriented. Mr. 

Putens said to leave the location alone. 

 

There was a brief discussion on the second dog park location list. Ms. Howerton stated the list 

was expanded and sites have been eliminated since the last dog park work session. Ms. Pope 

stated she wanted a place that the residents could walk with their dog(s) and didn’t want to 

spend a lot of time going over locations that weren’t going to be used. Ms. Ard stated private 

property was also considered. Planning Staff confirmed both Franklin Park Apartments and the 

proposed housing development near the Federal Courthouse were consulted. 

 

A Greenbelt resident named Dan, who did not provide a last name, strongly opposed the Stream 

Valley Park location.  

 

There was discussion on the Greenbelt Dam Area location – 20,166 SF - $42,035 Estimated 

Construction Cost.  

 

Ms. Howerton explained this location is near the City’s Public Works facility at Buddy Attick 

Park.  

 

Ms. White answered Ms. Mach’s question, stating Ms. White that had misspoken when she stated 

this location was too noisy. Ms. White stated she thought it was a different site. Ms. White said 

she has concerns on how the second dog park will be controlled due to the many people in Buddy 

Attick Park.  

 

Ms. Howerton answered Mayor Jordan’s question stating that is the location where the Dam 

repair project will take place.  

 

Mr. Roberts said it was a nice site and it would be ruined if it is fenced in. He also stated the lake 

shouldn’t be used for organized activities. He stated the City has a master plan and should 

adhere to it. Mr. Roberts also said he personally likes the Lakecrest Drive location. Ms. Pope 

agreed with Mr. Roberts that site shouldn’t be fenced in.  

 

Ms. Pope stated the park is very busy on the weekend and parking will be a huge issue. She 

advised this location will be overly used unless there restrictions are put in place. 

 

There was a discussion about fencing.  

 

There was a discussion on the location off Lakecrest Drive – 9,252 SF - $48,369 Estimated 
18
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Construction Cost. 

 

There was a brief discussion on parking.  

 

Ms. Howerton answered Ms. Mach’s question stating this location requires some work due to it 

being swampy, but it can be a dog park.  

 

Ms. Howerton answered Ms. Mach’s question stating that this location needs engineered wood 

fiber (EWF) mulch surfacing and fencing. Mayor Jordan asked if it would be an issue for the 

EWF mulch if the water saturates it. Ms. Howerton answered stating drainage would have to be 

built.  

 

There was a discussion on the Amory site. Mr. Roberts stated that would be a perfect location for 

a dog park and office space. Mayor Jordan stated staff is working on it behind the scenes.   

 

Ms. Hruby answered Mr. Roberts’s question stating that an active member of the Park and 

Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) raised the same concern with the Master Plan performance.  

 

Mr. Roberts stated the office part of Belle Point Drive, behind the playgrounds near the Forest 

Preserve has an undeveloped parcel which the City could lease or buy.    

 

There was a discussion on the location off Branchville Road – 26,552 SF - $42,035 Estimated 

Construction Cost.  

 

This location is near Greenbelt Station and the Prince George’s County Scrap Yard by Indian 

Creek Trail, which connects Cherrywood Lane.  

 

Ms. Howerton answered Ms. Davis’s question stating the estimated construction cost does not 

include putting in a parking lot. 

 

Ms. Hruby stated the City does not own the property yet. It will be conveyed to the City hopefully 

within the next year along with the trail.  

 

Ms. Pope said her concern regarding this location is that it is not walkable or convenient.  

 

Mr. Roberts stated that the City needs more than one new dog park so it can be accessible to 

Greenbelt West and Central Greenbelt. He said Greenbelt was designed to have recreation 

facilities close to citizens’ homes so that they could walk to them. Mayor Jordan said the 

challenge is that all the sites that were identified have been rejected by the residents. Mr. 

Roberts advised to instead of making one big dog park, make smaller dog parks spread 

throughout the sections of the City. 

 

There was a discussion on changing the leash laws for the Stream Valley location. Mary Anne 

(unknown last name), a Greenbelt resident, stated when she walked her dog at the location, her 

dog is in danger because someone walked his or her dog off the leash.  

 

Mary Anne answered Ms. Pope’s question stating she liked the Northway location as well as the 

Greenbelt Dam and Lake location too. 
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Ms. Pope suggested the St. Hugh’s site near the tennis courts on the right hand side. Ms. Hruby 

stated that site is recreational; it has a basketball court and a playground. She said the other 

concern at that location was parking.  

 

Ms. Howerton stated the cost estimates do not include utilities or parking grading; it includes 

surfacing, fencing, or shade equipment.  

 

There was a discussion on grant funding. Mr. Hruby suggested Project Open Space.  

 

Ms. Howerton suggested a no build alternative. She advised with the funding that is set aside for 

a new dog park, the current dog park could be upgraded and given a new look.   

 

Mr. Roberts asked if there is space to expand the existing dog park. Ms. Howerton said that the 

current dog park is a little more than a ½ acre and that is a good size for a dog park. Ms. Hruby 

stated that the dog park was expanded once and was almost at its full potential.    

 

Proposed Dog Park Rules 

 

Ms. Howerton proposed three new rules be added  to the current rules for the dog park; use of 

dog park is at owner’s risk; children under the age of 12 must be under adult supervision; and 

owners must clean up and dispose of feces and any trash (discarded or destroyed toys) deposited 

by their dogs.  

 

Ms. Davis suggested that the owners be provided with two copies of the rules, one copy they sign 

and it is placed on file, and the other one is for them to take home.  

 

Permits/Management 

 

Ms. Howerton proposed an annual Dog Park license application fee of $20 for the first dog and 

$5 for each additional dog. She also proposed transferring dog park permitting and management 

from Planning and Community Development to the Department of Recreation. Mayor Jordan 

suggested a two-tier annual license fee residents and non-residents. He also suggested having 

the renewal process online to make it easier for the citizens. Ms. Hruby stated staff would have 

to work with the IT and Recreation Departments on the renewal process.  

 

Ms. Pope agreed with a suggested annual two-tier license fee for residents and non-residents, 

and a controlled access card to get into the dog park. 

 

Ms. Davis agreed with an annual two-tier license for residents, and non-residents. She asked 

how residents/non-residents would show that their dogs are licensed online. She suggested 

enforcement by checking the dog park to make sure the residents/non-residents have current 

permits. Ms. Hruby advised that staff did not address the controlled access to Dog Park. Ms. 

Hruby stated staff would look at best practices.  

 

Ms. White, a Greenbelt resident, supports the idea of allowing non-residents to be able to get 

dog park licenses. She suggested placing a modified tag on the dog that controls the entrance of 

the dog park. She stated with the self-policing of the dog park or monitoring by Animal Control, 

if a citizen resident violates the rules, they lose their privileges. In response to the electronic 

renewal process, Ms. White suggested if the paperwork and/or shots are not up to date, the 
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modified tag could be temporarily turned off until the shots are up to date.   

Sarah, a Greenbelt resident, stated she could submit her dog’s rabies certificate from her vet to 

get a Prince George’s County Dog License. The rabies certificate is either for 1 or 3 years and 

the County has that information on file.  

 

Lindsey, a Greenbelt resident, stated the self-policing dog park in College Park worked very 

well. Access was gained into the dog park with a 4-digit code. If there was a violation, the code 

was changed and a new code was emailed.  

 

Mr. Putens stated the quality of the current dog park has gone down due to overuse and lack of  

water. He said there are complaints from Greenbelt East residents due to the lack of enforcement 

and issues with non-residents using the park. Mr. Putens advised the current dog park needs to 

be maintained and the rules enforced.  

 

Mayor Jordan stated there is a consensus to move towards an Annual License Plan, have the 

City Manager work with the Department of Recreation on the plan.  

 

Ms. Davis said the two directions that Planning and Community Development can go are the 

Branchville Road site and the renovation of the current dog park. She also stated to move 

towards putting the annual plan in place, which includes the annual fees and how the location 

will be managed.  

 

Ms. Mach stated that Branchville Road would be a location for a third dog park. She said 

Council was looking at a location in the center of town originally. She suggested possibly 

depending on the terrain, the Lakecrest Drive area, if it is not too swampy.  

 

Ms. Hruby stated the next step for staff is to work with all the departments and the City Manager, 

laying out the application and fee. Ms. Hruby also stated Staff would work on developing the 

Lakecrest Drive location in more detail and engage the community.     

 

Mayor Jordan, Mr. Putens, and Ms. Davis directed staff to look at the Branchville Road and 

Lakecrest Drive locations, as well as renovating the current dog park. 

 

Information Items –  

 

Ms. Davis gave a report on the Chesapeake Bay Policy Committee. 

 

Additional informational items were discussed. 

  

The meeting ended at 10:14 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Shaniya Lashley-Mullen  

Administrative Assistant 
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WORK SESSION OF THE GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL held Wednesday, June 12, 2019, to 

discuss the Complete and Green Streets Policy.  

 

Mayor Jordan started the meeting at 8:00 p.m. The meeting was held in room 201 of the 

Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent Road. 

 

Present were: Councilmembers Colin A. Byrd, Judith F. Davis, Leta M. Mach, Edward V. J. 

Putens, Rodney M. Roberts, and Mayor Emmett V. Jordan. Councilmember Silke I. Pope was 

absent due to an illness. 

 

Staff present were: David Moran, Assistant City Manager; Terri Hruby, Director of Planning 

and Community Development; Molly Porter, Community Planner; and Shaniya Lashley-Mullen, 

Administrative Assistant.  

 

Also present were: Kathleen Gallagher, Greenbelt News Review; Bill Orleans and others.   

 

Mayor Jordan said Council has been working on this policy since 2011 and it has been referred 

to the Advisory Plan Board (APB) and the Greenbelt Advisory Committee on Environmental 

Sustainability (Green ACES). He indicated Prince George’s County passed their Complete and 

Green Street Policy about three years ago.  

 

Ms. Porter presented a Power Point presentation. She advised the term complete streets is 

defined by the National Complete Streets Coalition as the following: Complete Streets are streets 

for everyone. They are designed and operated to enable safe access for all users including 

pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and transit riders of all ages and abilities. She also stated that 

no Complete and Green Streets would look the same.  

 

Ms. Porter stated according to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the term Green 

Streets is defined as follows: Green Streets achieve multiple benefits, such as improved water 

quality and more livable communities through the integration of stormwater treatment 

techniques, which use natural processes and landscaping.  

 

Ms. Porter explained the benefits of Complete and Green Streets, which includes: safer travel for 

all, improved health outcomes, reduced emissions, and reduced stormwater runoff.  

 

Ms. Porter noted that the first framework for the Complete and Green Streets Policy was 

developed in 2011. Since then, staff has been looking at best practices and policy development in 

other regions and nationally.   

 

Mr. Roberts stated “complete safety” should be changed because the City streets will not 

become completely safe and it’s setting up a standard the City won’t be able to meet. Mr. 

Roberts also stated that the LED lighting is not green in nature because it kills all the bugs in 

their natural environment.  

 

Ms. Porter answered Mayor Jordan’s question stating that working towards Vision Zero could 

be done separately with the Complete Green Streets Policy. She stated that Vision Zero practices 

could be implemented as part of the safety nature of the Green Streets Policy. Mayor Jordan 

suggested making it a performance goal so it could be tracked.  
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Ms. Davis suggested working with the Police Department and Public Safety Advisory Committee 

on more pedestrian and bike education. Ms. Davis stated bus shelters, bus stops, and number of 

bike racks should be added to the maintained inventory list. Ms. Mach suggested that under 

implementation add education. Mayor Jordan suggested that under implementation there should 

be an inventory of stormwater management elements.  

 

Mayor Jordan asked if the City’s Complete and Green Streets Policy can require private 

developers and landowners to implement the same features. Ms. Hruby stated that the City Code 

has a street standard that needs to be updated. Once the City Code is updated, it would be the 

appropriate place to relate instructions for private and public streets to conform to the City’s 

Green Streets Policy.  

 

There was a discussion on sidewalks. Ms. Hruby answered Mayor Jordan’s question stating the 

sidewalk and driveway repairs in residential areas are the City’s responsibility. She stated 

homeowners are required to remove snow. Ms. Hruby stated the City inspects all commercial 

property, which includes their common areas, driveways and sidewalks. She stated that the City 

would cite the commercial business if it’s not in good order. Mayor Jordan stated he had a 

concern of maintenance between State Highway and Turner Lane. Ms. Hruby said the City is in 

the process of determining ownership/responsible party of that path.   

 

Mr. Putens indicated that Greenbelt Road needed to be a Complete Green Street. Mr. Putens 

also asked about bike lanes striping at intersection. Ms. Hruby responded that when 

approaching an intersection it depends on the direction of the flow of traffic, you would jog your 

bike lane. She noted it was done on Ivy Lane at Cherrywood Lane that it is a best practice and 

the safest way. Ms. Davis stated the State Highway Administration report on their plans for Rt. 

193 would be released this summer. Mayor Jordan stated that Council should do some 

advocating for Rt. 193 to help shape the State Highway Administration plan before it is released.  

 

Ms. Porter indicated that Public Works helped to shape the Complete and Green Streets Policy. 

Ms. Porter stated the Director of Public Works reshaped certain parts of the policy. She noted 

the policy also went before the Greenbelt Advisory Committee on Environmental Sustainability 

(Green ACES) and the Advisory Planning Board (APB) and both Committees submitted reports 

on the drafted policy.  

 

Mayor Jordan suggested an implementation strategy would be helpful to look at the streets in 

Greenbelt to identify the low, medium, and high priority, as a framework.  

 

Mayor Jordan asked about Stated and County policy. Ms. Porter responded the State’s Policy is 

a Complete Street and doesn’t incorporate the Green Street element. She indicated the County’s 

Complete and Green Street Policy largely contains the same information and policy directives as 

the City’s.  

 

Ms. Porter answered Mr. Roberts’s questing stating the definition that is used by the EPA will 

include the bio retention areas, increasing the number of street trees, and the design of the bio 

retention areas to have lower levels of maintenance to eliminate coming back year after year. 

She stated the policy would leave the guidelines to reflect best practices and as best practices 

change, the policy would change to reflect updated best practice. Ms. Hruby stated for the ones 

that are sustainable they treat and have a quality and quantity control and there is no 

maintenance free from stormwater elements.  
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Jean, a Greenbelt resident, suggested getting inpute from residents with disabilities when 

designing ADA compliant streets, even if it is beyond the federal guidelines. She suggested using 

more natural features for storm water management so that they won’t be stand-alone. Jean 

asked if there would be a gateway to Historic Greenbelt, any public art to lead into Old 

Greenbelt. Mayor Jordan stated that Council has been working on the gateway signage for a 

while. He said that each distinct neighborhood has vital areas within themselves. Ms. Davis 

stated the Arts Advisory Board (AAB) has a Public Arts Policy. She said they are looking for 

places where everyone assembles to place the art first.  

 

Ms. Davis suggested in the vision statement to have it read in part “public transportation 

vehicles, motorists, cyclists and pedestrians” putting pedestrians first changes the emphasis from 

vehicles to pedestrians.  

 

Mayor Jordan suggested in the policy statement take out “transportation.” 

 

Mr. Byrd said that as technique details becomes available, Green ACES would like an 

opportunity to view in real time, and any other interested advisory committee can participate as 

well.  

 

Mr. Byrd requested an inventory of city maintained streets and city streets other agencies are 

responsible in maintaining.   

 

There was discussion that the Complete and Green Streets Policy would not necessary be 

applied to all the streets in the City. Mr. Byrd would like the streets to be identified that the 

policy would not apply too. Ms. Hruby stated that would be a major undertaking. Ms. Hruby said 

every street within the City has the opportunity to provide a green element.  

 

Mayor Jordan reviewed the following suggested changes for the Complete and Greens Street 

Policy: 

Vision Statement 

 change from “complete safety” to just “safety” 

 put “pedestrians” first 

 Policy Statement 

 remove “transportation” 

Implementation 

 add the following to the inventory list 

1. storm water management 

2. Bus Shelters and Bus Stops 

3. Education  

 Public Works develop a timetable for replacing and maintaining the green elements 

Performance Measures and Reporting 

 reports from the Police Department on crashes 

 

Ms. Hruby answered Mayor Jordan’s question stating the Complete and Green Streets Policy 

can be ready to be presented to Council at their next regular meeting in July.  

 

Information Items –  24
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Ms. Davis gave a report on the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governance Board of 

Directors Board Meeting.  

 

Additional informational items were discussed. 

  

The meeting ended at 9:15 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Shaniya Lashley-Mullen  

Administrative Assistant 
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WORK SESSION OF THE GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL held Monday, July 1, 2019, for the 

purpose of interviewing candidates for City Advisory Groups. 

 

The meeting began at 7:41 p.m. It was held in the Library of the Municipal Building. 

 

PRESENT WERE:  Councilmembers Colin A. Byrd. Judith F. Davis, Silke I. Pope, Edward V. J. 

Putens (7:46 pm), Rodney M. Roberts and Mayor Emmett V. Jordan.  Councilmember Leta M. 

Mach was absent. 

 

STAFF PRESENT:  Shaniya Lashley-Mullen, Administrative Assistant. 

 

Erica Hernandez was interviewed for appointment to the Greenbelt Advisory Committee on 

Environmental Sustainability. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m.  

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 Shaniya Lashley-Mullen 

 Administrative Assistant 
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WORK SESSION OF THE GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL held Monday, July 1, 2019, to receive 

the City Manager’s Update.  

 

Mayor Jordan started the meeting at 8:05 p.m. The meeting was held in the Municipal Building, 

25 Crescent Road, Council Chambers. 

 

Present were: Councilmembers Colin A. Byrd, Judith F. Davis, Silke I. Pope Edward V. J. 

Putens, Rodney M. Roberts, and Mayor Emmett V. Jordan. Councilmember Leta M. Mach was 

absent. 

 

Staff present were: Nicole Ard, City Manager; and Shaniya Lashley-Mullen, Administrative 

Assistant.  

 

Also present were: Bill Orleans, and others.   

 

Ms. Ard provided a PowerPoint presentation, which provided an update of Council’s Goals, 

Accomplishments, and Projects.  

 

Ms. Ard noted that the areas Council has identified as goals have been broken down into top and 

high priority, based on the timeframe available to accomplish them. Ms. Ard stated that the City 

has made strides in several areas including hiring the Economic Development Coordinator and 

the Police Chief. The Citywide security camera system will be implemented in the next phase this 

month with Mr. Worley and the consultant meeting soon. Ms. Ard advised staff learned from 

County Fire Officials that a Fire Station for the City of Greenbelt is in the Prince George’s 

County CIP.  

 

Ms. Ard highlighted some of the accomplishments to date including: the launch of the new 

Greenbelt Connection Bus that goes just beyond the City limits; the City earned the Tree City 

USA award; and the City celebrated its 80
th

 Anniversary. Ms. Ard stated the City received the 

Government Finance Officers’ Association Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for last 

fiscal year.  

 

Ms. Ard identified several legislative issues the City Council has been monitoring, like the 

County Zoning Ordinance Re-Write, the Short-term Rental Ordnance, and the Small Cell 

Towers.  

 

There was a brief discussion of the renovation of the Old Greenbelt Theater. Ms. Ard stated the 

pop-up is currently being operated out of the Community Center.  Ms. Ard said her 

understanding was there was a delay with County permitting and the matter is being worked out 

with the Fire Marshall and it should be resolved soon. Ms. Ard stated it was unseen site 

condition with the renovation of the Old Greenbelt Theater during the demolition phase. She 

noted it was a combination of concrete, slab, and roof, causing the design changes that needed 

to be made to the structural steel. Ms. Ard answered Ms. Davis’s question stating it is a setback 

of one or two weeks. Ms. Ard answered Mayor Jordan’s question stating the time frame of 

completion is either September or October.  

 

Ms. Ard noted the responses to the RFP bids for the gateway signage are due in two weeks. She 

indicated the Roosevelt Center directional signs weren’t by State Highway Administration 

approved for Kenilworth Avenue at Greenbelt Road. She confirmed this was not the Gateway 27
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Project. 

 

Mr. Roberts asked what would be done to the Mother and Child Statue’s “knee”. Ms. Ard stated 

a preservation plan is being developed and the statue will be cleaned and later preserved. Mr. 

Roberts suggested a roof needs to be placed over it and that the knee is starting to peel. This 

work will take place after window repair. 

 

Ms. Ard noted that staff has been working with GHI on a MOU on to handle the right-of-way. 

Ms. Ard stated the City hasn’t received the letter from GHI that Council had requested about the 

next steps with WSSC regarding the Historic GHI/WSSC/ City Agreement.  

 

Ms. Ard advised the City took conditional acceptance of Central Park and Indian Spring Trail 

with a one-year maintenance bond. Ms. Ard answered Mayor Jordan’s question stating the area 

near the trail has not been accepted given the developers were asked to address invasive weeds. 

 

Ms. Ard gave a brief update on the progress on the WMATA Trail design and its agreement. She 

stated the County had approved the stormwater plan and the consultants are working on the 

utilities design. The construction is start expected next August.  

 

Ms. Ard noted the County bike-share program would start in the summer of 2020 and it would 

include Greenbelt Metro Station, per Council and community feedback. 

 

Ms. Ard stated the second electric charging station will be installed in July and that it will be 

only for the Public Works staff. She also said that the City purchased electric vehicles for the 

Public Works Department and Code Enforcement. Mayor Jordan stated that Pepco has launched 

a new program, identifying sites to deploy their charging station in various locations. Mayor 

Jordan suggested reaching out to Pepco for guidelines and potential sites.  

 

Ms. Ard noted the security camera improvements at the Spellman Pedestrian Overpass, Youth 

Center, and Community Center during this fiscal year.  

 

Ms. Ard noted the Dog Park Work Sessions, survey and research. There was a brief discussion 

on the Dangerous Dog Ordinance. Ms. Davis stated the ordinance shouldn’t be breed specific. 

Ms. Ard stated the City staff and Mr. Pounds have been working towards making changes to 

Chapter 4 in the City Code.    

 

There was a brief discussion on the Census. Ms. Ard stated Mr. Shelton Daal, MML intern, have 

an updated plan for Census Complete Count activities for Greenbelt, finalized in August. Ms. 

Ard noted that Ms. Molly Porter, Community Planner, has been invited and accepted to serve on 

the County Census Complete Count Committee. Ms. Ard stated that the City had also received a 

State Grant for the Census 2020 Outreach. Ms. Davis advised the Faith Based Community is 

very important in getting Census information out.  

 

There was a brief discussion about the Maglev. Ms. Davis stated the State NAACP came out to 

support the Maglev. Mayor Jordan stated that there was not any consultation with municipal 

governments. Ms. Ard and Councilmembers answered Mr. Roberts’s question stating the City 

Solicitor asked Council for feedback in a closed session and written form in reference to hiring a 

law firm.    
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Mayor Jordan asked if the road on Ivy Lane on top of the hill across from the Crowne Plaza 

slated for repaving. Mayor Jordan also advised the connecting path between Kenilworth Avenue 

and Ivy Lane it is in passable condition now, but when winter comes, it will be in poor condition. 

Ms. Ard said research is being done on whose responsibility it is to maintain the trail, noting as 

previously reported, Morning Calm does not claim ownership. 

 

Petition and Request List: 

 

Ms. Davis asked can request dated 03/26/18, Centralized delivery of packages, be marked N/A 

because Council decided not to do it.   

 

Ms. Davis advised an update to a request dated 04/25/17, toy gun ban ordinance, should be 

listed as hold or “no action”. 

 

Ms. Davis advised an update to a request dated 11/28/16, to allow out of precinct voting, should 

be marked a “C”. The Board of Elections already took a position.  

 

Mr. Byrd requested that all requests that he had submitted prior to being elected to Council be 

removed. Ms. Davis stated the petition needs to be redesignated, it cannot be removed. The City 

has to keep record of the petition.  

 

Mayor Jordan advised a follow-up letter needs to be sent to the Prince George’s County School 

Board reference to the 04/25/17 work session, Greenbelt Station children attending Greenbelt 

Schools. He also requested that a letter to be sent to Ms. Goldson congratulating her on her 

appointment. 

 

Informational items – 

 

Ms. Davis gave a report on the Future of Recycling and Zero Waste.  

 

Additional informational items were discussed. 

  

The meeting ended at 9:34 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Shaniya Lashley-Mullen  

Administrative Assistant 
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Agenda Item No:10a*

City Council Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Submitted by: Molly Porter
Submitting Department: Planning 
Item Type: Board and Committee Reports
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Advisory Planning Board Report #2019-08 (Hanover Parkway and Greenway Center Drive Intersection)

Suggested Action:
It is recommended that Council accept this report.

Attachments:
APB Report #2019-08.pdf
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ADVISORY PLANNING BOARD   REPORT NO. 2019-08 

REPORT TO COUNCIL    Date: 8/27/2019 

SUBJECT: Hanover Parkway and Greenway Center Drive Intersection Concern 

BACKGROUND: 

At the August 21, 2019 Advisory Planning Board meeting a concern was raised about the 

intersection of Hanover Parkway and Greenway Center Drive. The concern is that the traffic 

light at this intersection does not include a left turn signal for vehicles turning left from Hanover 

Parkway onto Greenway Center Drive. The Board feels that this creates a safety concern and 

should be studied to increase the safety for all users.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Keith Chernikoff 

Chair  
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Agenda Item No:10b*

City Council Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Submitted by: Molly Porter
Submitting Department: Planning 
Item Type: Board and Committee Reports
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Advisory Planning Board Report #2019-09 (Hanover Parkway Bicycle Facilities Alternatives)

Suggested Action:
It is recommended that Council accept this report.

Attachments:
APB Report #2019-09.pdf
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ADVISORY PLANNING BOARD   REPORT NO. 2019-09 

REPORT TO COUNCIL    Date: 8/27/2019 

SUBJECT: Hanover Parkway Bicycle Facilities Alternatives 

BACKGROUND: 

On August 21, 2019 the Board received a presentation from Sabra & Associates regarding 

alternatives for bicycle facilities on Hanover Parkway. These alternatives span from just south of 

Greenbrook Drive to past the Spellman Overpass. Bicycle facilities on Hanover Parkway would 

provide a link between Greenbelt East and Historic Greenbelt. The alternatives presented 

included an on-road option and an off-road shared used path option.  

ANALYSIS: 

After the presentation of both alternatives, the Board discussed the advantages and disadvantages 

of each option. Two of the topics that were heavily discussed during this conversation were the 

ease with which a cyclist could use each option and the safety each option provided to cyclists.  

With respect to the ease of use, the Board discussed how the on-road option includes a small 

section where cyclists would use an off-road path near the intersection of Hanover Parkway and 

Greenbelt Road. The Board felt this may cause some confusion about how to use the bike trail.  

The off-road option is a continuous path for the entire corridor which would minimize confusion 

about use. The Board also felt that the off-road option would offer an increased level of safety 

for cyclists using bicycle facilities on Hanover Parkway.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Board voted unanimously (4-0) to recommend that City Council support the production of 

30% design plans for the off-road shared use path option for bicycle facilities on Hanover 

Parkway.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Keith Chernikoff 

Chair 
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Agenda Item No:11

City Council Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Submitted by: Bonita Anderson
Submitting Department: Administration 
Item Type: Resolution
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
A Resolution to Authorize the Negotiated Purchase for Captioning Services from Municipal Captioning Inc. at an
estimated cost of $12,960.
- 1st  Reading

Suggested Action:

Reference:
Resolution
Quote, Municipal Captioning Inc., 07/17/2019

At the Regular Meeting on August 12, 2019, the City Council approved the selection of Municipal Captioning Inc.
to provide captioning services for City  Council meeting.   Municipal Captioning provided a quote of $12,960 for
30 hours of captioning a month, which is a little more than 5 hours a week. The quote also includes the
hardware, installation and training.  

It is recommended this Resolution be introduced for first reading.

Attachments:
Municipal Captioning Resolution.pdf

Quote, Municipal Captioning Inc., 07/17/2019.pdf
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 Resolution No. XXXX 

 Page 1 of 1 

Introduced:  

1st Reading: September 9, 2019 

2nd Reading:  

Passed:  

Posted:   

Effective:  

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER  XXXX   

 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE NEGOTIATED PURCHASE OF CAPTIONING 

SERVICES FROM MUNICIPAL CAPTIONING INC. AT AN ESTIMATED COST OF 

$12,960. 

 

WHEREAS, the City desires to provide captioning services for City Council meetings; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, City staff consulted with three vendors who provide this specialized service; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, after reviewing proposals from the three vendors staff recommended the 

City select Municipal Captioning Inc. who provided the lowest cost proposal and currently 

provides captioning services to the City of Laurel; and  

 

WHEREAS, at the Regular Meeting on August 12, 2019, the City Council approved the 

selection of Municipal Captioning Inc. to provide this service.  NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Greenbelt, Maryland, that the City 

Manager be authorized to contract with Municipal Captioning Inc. to provide captioning 

equipment and services at an estimated cost of $12,960. 

 

PASSED by the Council of the City of Greenbelt, Maryland, at its regular meeting of 

______________, 2019.  

 

_____________________ 

Emmett V. Jordan, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________ 

Bonita Anderson, City Clerk 
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QUOTE
Municipal Captioning Inc.

214 Muirfield Ridge Dr
Garner, North Carolina 27529

United States

Phone: 6172451744
Toll free: 8888986864

municipalcaptioning.com

BILL TO
Greenbelt, Maryland
Beverly Palau
25 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

bpalau@greenbeltmd.gov

Estimate Number: 1118

Estimate Date: July 17, 2019

Expires On: September 16, 2019

Grand Total (USD): $12,960.00

Items Quantity Price Amount

EN537
EEG EN537 Encoder purchase. Includes 2 years
hardware warranty and 1 year software updates and
support. After first year, optional support cost $420
per year.

1 $4,195.00 $4,195.00

Lexi Annual - 30/month or 360/year
One year of Automated Captioning with EEG Lexi-
30, a plan that covers the first 30 hours each month.
Additional hours in a given month are billed at
$17.50/hour

1 $6,300.00 $6,300.00

Shipping
Shipping (Municipal Captioning provides free
shipping to all Government Clients)

1 $0.00 $0.00

2-Days onsite training with Staff
2 days of professional training and workflow
consulting from Municipal Captioning. This inclusive
package rate includes all lodging, travel, and 2 days
of training/consulting at the clients location.

1 $2,465.00 $2,465.00

Total: $12,960.00

Grand Total (USD): $12,960.00

Notes
Lexi Annual Plan can only be purchased directly from EEG Enterprises. EEG does not allow it to be resold the way that the
EN537 and other hardware can be resold.

36



Agenda Item No:12

City Council Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Submitted by: David Moran
Submitting Department: Administration 
Item Type: Resolution
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
A Resolution to Authorize the Negotiated Purchase of FY 2020 Legal Services from Alexander & Cleaver PA at
an estimated cost of $165,000.
- 1st Reading

Suggested Action:

Reference:  
Resolution
Memorandum, A. Belton, 09/05/2019
Letter, T. Pounds, 01/11/2018

Mayor Jordan requested the present and past agreements for legal services.  Staff were unable to locate the
agreement with the past firm, attached is the present agreement.  The FY 2020 Budget includes $165,000 for
legal services.  The majority of these costs are for the services of the City Solicitor, Alexander & Cleaver PA.  
Since the amount paid to the firm annually is over $10,000, a Resolution is required.  

Below are the City's legal services costs since FY 2014. 

Fiscal Year BudgetActual
FY 2020 $165,000
FY 2019 $120,000 $195,866
FY 2018 $88,000 $91,878
FY 2017 $88,000 $133,454
FY 2016 $88,000 $88,392
FY 2015 $88,000 $86,531
FY 2014 $86,000 $84,000

It is recommended the Resolution be introduced for first reading.

Attachments:
Alexander_Cleaver_Resolution.pdf

Memorandum, A. Belton, 09.05.2019.pdf
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Letter, T. Pounds, 01.11.2018.pdf
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 Resolution No. XXXX 

 Page 1 of 1 

Introduced:  

1st Reading:  

2nd Reading:  

Passed:  

Posted:   

Effective:  

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER  XXXX   

 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE NEGOTIATED PURCHASE OF FY 2020 LEGAL 

SERVICES FROM ALEXANDER & CLEAVER, PA AT AN ESTIMATED COST OF 

$165,000. 

 

WHEREAS, the City Solicitor attends certain City Council meetings, provides legal 

research  and opinions as required and represents the City in administrative and court 

proceedings not covered by insurance counsel; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City issued a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) in 2017 for the services 

of a new law firm to serve as City Solicitor; and  

 

WHEREAS, four firms responded to the City’s RFQ and a panel of City staff and the 

City’s prior legal counsel recommended Alexander & Cleaver; and  

 

WHEREAS, the firm of Alexander & Cleaver was appointed by the City Manager with 

the consent of the City Council on January 8, 2018; and  

 

WHEREAS, the FY 2020 Adopted Budget includes $165,000 for legal services.  NOW, 

THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Greenbelt, Maryland, that the City 

Manager be authorized to contract with Alexander & Cleaver, PA to provide FY 2020 legal 

services at an estimated cost of $165,000. 

 

PASSED by the Council of the City of Greenbelt, Maryland, at its regular meeting of 

______________, 2019.  

 

_____________________ 

Emmett V. Jordan, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________ 

Bonita Anderson, City Clerk 
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Agenda Item No:13

City Council Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Submitted by: Mary Johnson
Submitting Department: Administration 
Item Type: OTHER BUSINESS
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Reclassifications

Suggested Action:

Reference:
Memorandum, M. Johnson, 04/16/2019
Budgetary Impact of Proposed Reclassifications
Position Descriptions

The City has conducted periodic review of position descriptions and actual duties based on employee or
supervisory request. Directors were asked to provide positions for review.  This was completed in June and
information provided to Council in June. This is in lieu of a more expensive, comprehensive compensation
study. The intent is to evaluate the workload and duties of a position. The memo that was distributed to Council
in closed session has been provided in the agenda packet with employee names redacted. The City will not
release personnel evaluations or other related material. 

Attached is a memo on proposed FY 2020 Reclassifications, along with the budgetary impact and the position
descriptions.  Five positions are recommended for reclassification.  Council approval is sought.

Attachments:
Memorandum, M. Johnson, 04.16.2019.pdf

Budgetary Impact of Proposed Reclassifications.pdf

Position Descriptions.pdf
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Agenda Item No:14

City Council Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Submitted by: Shaniya Lashley-Mullen
Submitting Department: Administration 
Item Type: OTHER BUSINESS
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Forest Preserve Advisory Board Proposed City Code Changes

Suggested Action:

Reference:  Chapter 12 Parks and Recreation

Council Member Byrd requested this item to be added to the agenda. 

The proposed changes are attached.

Attachments:
CH012 - Chapter 12  PARKS AND RECREATION-FINAL EDITS.pdf
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  Chapter 12 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION* 
__________  

  ARTICLE VIII. 
 

FOREST PRESERVE ADVISORY BOARD 
 

Sec. 12-140. Established.  
 

There is hereby established an advisory board to be known as the forest preserve advisory board.  

(Ord. No. 1279, 5-9-07) 

 

Sec. 12-141. Membership. 
 

 (a)  The forest preserve advisory board shall be composed of nine (9) members who shall be selected 

from the citizenry of the city by the city council to serve a three-year term of office, except that of those first 

appointed, three (3) shall be appointed to one-year terms, three (3) shall be appointed to two-year terms, and 

three (3) shall be appointed to three-year terms. With the consent of the majority of members voting, the board 

may involve additional people as nonvoting members for special projects based on their expertise. 

 

 (b)  The city manager shall appoint a city staff member to serve as a nonvoting member of the board. 

The city council may designate one (1) of its members to serve as a council liaison to the board. 

 

 (c)  Members may be removed for cause by the city council. If a member is repeatedly absent from 

regularly scheduled meetings, the city council may void the appointment and appoint another person to fill the 

position.  

(Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 

 

Sec. 12-142. Officers and bylaws.  
 

The board shall elect from its own members a chair, vice-chair and such other officers as it deems 

necessary. The board may adopt its own rules or bylaws, subject to approval by the city council.  

(Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 

 

Sec. 12-143. Functions. 
 

 (a)  The purpose of the forest preserve advisory board shall be to provide advisory guidance to the 

city council on the formulation of policy related to the management and maintenance stewardship of the forest 

preserve, the designation of forest preserve areas, and any other matters as directed by the city council. 

 

 (b)  The duties of the forest preserve advisory board shall be as follows: 

 

  (1) On an annual basis, rReport to the city council on the health and condition of the forest preserve. 

69



 

  (2) As needed, mMonitor the health and condition of the forest preserve, as well as activities within 

the forest preserve, and report to the city council any circumstances indicating that intervention, 

consistent with the approved management and maintenance stewardship guidelines, is required. 

 

  (3) As needed, rReview, interpret, and make recommendations to the city council on the 

management and maintenance stewardship guidelines and on the forest preserve article of this 

chapter. 

 

  (4) Advise the city council on the designation of forest preserve areas. 

 

  (5) Sponsor educational, interpretative, maintenance, or other programs, as appropriate and 

consistent with the forest preserve article and the management and maintenance stewardship 

guidelines, for the purpose of furthering the city's objectives of protecting the forest preserve 

areas. 

 

  (6) Ensure coordination between the forest preserve advisory board and other city advisory boards 

and committees by reporting to the city council and to the appropriate advisory groups should 

any matter before the board impact areas of interest and responsibility of those advisory groups, 

including but not limited to issues and matters related to forest health and the management and 

treatment of invasive plant species.  

(Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 

 

Secs. 12-144--12-149. Reserved. 
 

  ARTICLE IX. 
 

FOREST PRESERVE* 
__________  

 

*Ord. No. 1279, adopted May 29, 2007 redesignated Art. VIII, §§ 12-132--12-145 as Art. IX, §§ 12-150--12-163. 

__________  

 

Sec. 12-150. Intent.  
 

In order to protect, manage, and administer certain designated areas for the present and future use and 

enjoyment of the citizens of Greenbelt by protecting them from the impacts of a growing population, expanding 

growth, and growing mechanization, thus preserving these lands as an enduring natural resource.  

(Ord. No. 1243, 10-27-03; Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 

 

Sec. 12-151. Forest preserve defined.  
 

Forest preserve areas shall be considered those parcels and lots, or portions thereof, and areas owned by 

the City of Greenbelt, characterized as predominantly undisturbed natural and wooded, which are to be 

protected and conserved in their existing natural state for the use and enjoyment of present and future 

generations, by restricting uses to those consistent with the goals of protection and conservation and by setting 
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forth procedures for stewardship management and maintenance that are consistent with the goals of protection 

and conservation.  

(Ord. No. 1243, 10-27-03; Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 

 

Sec. 12-152. Designated forest preserve areas. 
 

 (a)  The North Preserve shall be defined as that area held in ownership by the City of Greenbelt and 

located north of Northway, west of the Baltimore-Washington Parkway, south of the corporate city limits, and 

east of Ridge Road, comprised of legal parcels described as Map 27, Grid A2, Parcel 10, consisting of 102.5869 

acres; Map 27, Grid B2, Parcel 17, consisting of 13.90 acres; Map 27, Grid A1, Parcel 19, consisting of 24.3363 

acres; Map 27, Grid B3, Parcel 20, consisting of 4.079 acres; and Map 27, Grid A3, Parcel 12, consisting of 

10.6427 acres; excluding those areas designated for location of the observatory and appurtenance 

improvements, and a yard waste collection location and described as follows: Beginning at the southwest 

property corner and extending east for a distance of 1,025 feet, then extending north at a 90-degree angle for a 

distance of 275 feet, then extending east at a 90-degree angle for a distance of 450 feet, then extending south at 

a 90-degree angle for a distance of approximately 275 feet to its intersection with the southern property line. 

 

 (b)  The South Preserve shall be defined as that area held in ownership by the City of Greenbelt and 

located south of Northway, west of the Baltimore-Washington Parkway, and east of Ridge Road, comprised of 

legal parcels described as Map 27, Grid A3, Parcel 6, consisting of 20.4667 acres; Map 27, Grid A3, Parcel 7, 

consisting of 17.1919 acres; Map 27, Grid A3, Parcel 8, consisting of 11.8707 acres; Map 27, Grid A4, Parcel 9, 

consisting of 11.8707 acres; Map 27, Grid A4, Parcel 11, consisting of 9.34 acres; and Map 27, Grid A4, Parcel 

21, consisting of 10.1552 acres. 

 

 (c)  The Boxwood Preserve shall be defined as that area held in ownership by the City of Greenbelt 

and located north of Crescent Road, west of Lastner Lane, south of Ivy Lane, and east of Ridge Road, 

comprised of the legal parcel described as Map 26, Grid D3, Parcel 56, consisting of 8.81 acres; excluding those 

areas improved for active use and recreation, and described as follows: 

 

  (1) The basketball court area located in the northwest corner of the Boxwood Preserve, consisting of 

.69 acres, and extending from the property corner at the point of intersection of Ridge Road and 

Ivy Lane, east along the Ivy Lane property line for a distance of 200 feet; and then extending 

south at a 90-degree angle for a distance of 150 feet; and then extending west at a 90-degree 

angle to the property line along Ridge Road for a distance of 200 feet; and then extending north 

along the Ridge Road property line for a distance of 150 feet to the point of origin. 

 

  (2) The playground and picnic area, located in the northeast to north central quadrant of the 

Boxwood Preserve, consisting of 2.2 acres, more or less, and extending from the property corner 

at the point of intersection of Ivy Lane and Lastner Lane, and extending south along the Lastner 

Lane property line for a distance of 430 feet; and then extending northwest at a 70-degree angle 

for a distance of 350 feet; and then extending north for a distance of 110 feet; and then extending 

northeast to the point of origin. 

 

 (d)  The Belle Point Preserve shall be defined as that area held in ownership by the City of Greenbelt 

and located south of the Greenbelt Lake; adjacent to Map 26, Parcel 81; northwest of Vanity Fair Drive; and 

east of I-495, comprised of the legal parcel described as Map 26, Parcel 59, consisting of 10.0 acres; except that 
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an area located adjacent to the Belle Point subdivision, adequate in size and dimension to accommodate 

playground, picnic or similar neighborhood recreation amenities, as designated by the city council, shall be 

considered excluded from the area included in the forest preserve and shall not be regulated by the provisions of 

this chapter. 

 

 (e)  The Sunrise Preserve shall be defined as that area held in ownership by the City of Greenbelt and 

located northwest of the Capital Beltway, Route I-495, north of Parcel B held in ownership by the City of 

Greenbelt, south of the Maryland Trade Center Parcel B, and southwest of the terminus of Hanover Drive, 

comprised of the legal parcel described as Tax Map 34, Grid E2, Parcel A and consisting of 9.9591 acres, more 

or less. 

(Ord. No. 1243, 10-27-03; Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07; Ord. No. 1282, 6-18-07; Ord. No. 1283, 6-18-07; Ord. No. 

1284, 6-18-07; Ord. No. 1285, 6-18-07) 

 

Sec. 12-153. Designation of or addition to forest preserve areas. 
 

 (a)  Any designation of or addition to a forest preserve area shall be accomplished by ordinance 

adopted by the city council. 

 

 (b)  Prior to the introduction of any ordinance to designate or add to a forest preserve area, the city 

council shall cause to be prepared a report that includes but is not limited to: a description of the area proposed 

as a forest preserve, including its unique characteristics and its existing and potential uses and users; and a map 

indicating the location and boundaries of the proposed forest preserve area; and an analysis of the existing 

condition of the proposed forest preserve area including potential maintenance activities which may be required. 

(Ord. No. 1243, 10-27-03; Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 

 

Sec. 12-154. Removal of forest preserve designation. 
 

 (a)  Removal of any lands, in whole or in part, from the forest preserve designation as set forth in 

section 12-152 shall be by ordinance of the city council, following a public hearing which shall be held not less 

than two (2) weeks preceding first reading of the ordinance. 

 

 (b)  Approval of any ordinance to remove lands from the forest preserve designation shall be by 

supermajority vote of the city council. 

 

 (c)  No ordinance passed by the city council to delete or reduce a forest preserve area may become 

effective until approved by the voters of the City of Greenbelt, by way of a question placed on the ballot of the 

next regularly scheduled general city election, in accord with the city Charter.  

(Ord. No. 1243, 10-27-03; Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 

 

Sec. 12-155. Management and maintenance Stewardship guidelines. 
 

 (a)  Forest preserve areas as defined in this article shall be managed to provide for and protect the 

natural character of these lands and to allow for the use of these lands in a manner that does not alter or degrade 

them the essential natural character of these lands. 

 

 (b)  The city council shall adopt management and maintenance stewardship guidelines, which shall 
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set forth policy on permissible, required, and prohibited management and maintenance activities. Such 

guidelines shall be subject to the limitation that any maintenance stewardship activity proposed is the minimum 

necessary to preserve and protect the natural resource be minimized to the extent practical to protect and 

conserve the forest  

(Ord. No. 1243, 10-27-03; Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 

 

Sec. 12-156. Prohibited activities. 
 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this article and Ssubject to any existing rights, no commercial 

enterprise or permanent road, except for fire roads or temporary road required in emergencies 

involving the health and safety of persons and/or the area and its environs, shall be permitted 

within an area designated under this article as a forest preserve area.  

 

(b) Prohibited activities shall also include the use of motorized vehicles, except for maintenance and 

public safety vehicles operated in conformance with the management and maintenance 

stewardship guidelines; landing aircraft; or other forms of mechanical transport except for that 

authorized subject to the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

 

 (bc)  The grading of any area shall be prohibited, except as provided in by the adopted management 

and maintenance stewardship guidelines. Grading shall be considered the alteration of natural and existing 

grade by any means other than natural forces. 

 

 (cd)  Except as provided in the management and maintenance stewardship guidelines, the construction 

of bridges, shelters, culverts, levees, dams, dikes, or other manmade structures shall be prohibited, unless 

required by a state or federal agency whose authority supersedes that of the city, subject to approval by the city 

council. 

 

 (de)  The construction, either permanent or temporary, of any structure, or the installation of any 

public facilities or utilities shall be prohibited. 

 

 (ef)  No action shall be taken to alter or modify the natural course of any water course or body, even if 

such body is only seasonal or intermittent in nature, except as provided by the stewardship guidelines unless 

required by a state or federal agency whose authority supersedes that of the city, subject to approval by the city 

council. 

 

 (fg)  Hunting, trapping, fishing, driving, harassing or otherwise capturing or harming wildlife shall be 

prohibited, except as provided in the stewardship guidelines. 

 

 (gh)  All forms of biking shall be prohibited. 

 

 (hi)  The introduction of any exotic non-native or invasive species is prohibited. 

 

 (ij)  No trail maintenance shall be permitted except as provided in by the management and 

maintenance stewardship guidelines. 

 

 (jk)  The creation of trails or the widening, grading, or change of surface materials of any existing 
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trail shall be prohibited except as provided inby the management and maintenance stewardship guidelines or as 

set forth in an adopted trails plan. 

 

 (kl)  Dumping or depositing of soil, trash, yard waste, garbage, or other offensive material shall be 

prohibited. 

 

 (lm)  The addition, extension of, or modification to any utility, except as otherwise provided in this 

article, shall be prohibited. 

 

 (mn)  Clearing, poaching, collecting, harvesting, removing or and pruning of vegetation shall not be 

permitted, unless for the benefit of the land and consistent with the management and maintenance stewardship 

guidelines. 

 

 (no)  Camping, grilling, cooking, or creation of any fire, regardless of purpose, mechanism of 

combustion, type of fuel, or type of containment, is prohibited except as provided in the stewardship guidelines.  

(Ord. No. 1243, 10-27-03; Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 

 

Sec. 12-157. Resource protection. 
 

 (a)  Natural resources within a forest preserve area are considered protected and may not be harmed, 

damaged, killed, relocated or removed, except as related to exotic and/or non-native species non-native invasive 

species that may be recommended for removal or as otherwise provided in the management and maintenance 

stewardship guidelines. 

 

 (b)  Resources of the forest preserve area shall include all trees, indigenous plants and flora, all forms 

and species of wildlife, including fish, amphibians, reptiles, insects, soil, mold, fungi and birds. 

 

 (c)  Violation of this section shall be considered a misdemeanor.  

(Ord. No. 1243, 10-27-03; Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 

 

Sec. 12-158. Permitted activities. 
 

 (a)  Any activities intended to and conducted so as to result in the non-destructive passive experience 

of the forest preserve and its essential natural qualities are considered consistent with the intent of this article 

and are permitted activities. 

 

 (b)  Maintenance Stewardship activities as set forth in the approved management and maintenance 

stewardship guidelines are permitted.  

 

 (c) Other uses and activities may be permitted subject to the stewardship guidelines. 

 

 

(Ord. No. 1243, 10-27-03; Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 

 

Sec. 12-159. Management and maintenance Stewardship activities. 
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 (a)  The upgrading or expansion of any electrical transmission line, distribution line, telephone line, 

natural gas line, or other aboveground or underground line is permitted, if the person or entity responsible for 

the line had the right, subject to any required approvals, to upgrade or expand the line in the forest preserve area 

prior to the designation of the area as a forest preserve. 

 

 (b)  Normal maintenance of utility lines and related easement areas is permitted, such that the 

activities are consistent with the right-of-way and/or easement, and such that the utility line, easement, or right-

of-way existed prior to the date that the forest preserve was so designated. 

 

 (c)  Any activity related to the management and maintenance of existing public drainage within a 

forest preserve area is permitted, provided that such maintenance does not increase the impervious area of 

coverage and does not widen, extend, or modify the drainage channel such that it would increase volume, 

velocity, or rates of discharge of natural or stormwater flows. 

 

 (d)  Maintenance improvements to existing roads and parking areas within forest preserve areas, or 

within twenty-five (25) ten (10) feet of the edge of the existing road or parking areas, are permitted so long as 

such maintenance improvements do not alter the existing surface material, do not expand or extend the area of 

the improvement, and do nothing to increase impervious surfaces, unless provided in the stewardship 

guidelines.  

(Ord. No. 1243, 10-27-03; Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 

 

Sec. 12-160. Special events.  
 

The city will not sponsor or permit special events to be conducted in forest preserve areas if those events 

might be inconsistent with the intent of this article. Special events that are principally commercial in nature or 

activities involving animal, foot or watercraft races, physical endurance of a person or animal, organized 

survival exercises, war games, or similar exercises shall be considered inconsistent with the intent of this article.  

(Ord. No. 1243, 10-27-03; Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 

 

Sec. 12-161. Preexisting improvements.  
 

Improvements existing within designated forest preserve areas as of the day of designation shall be 

considered preexisting improvements and may be continued and maintained, but may not be expanded in size, 

area, or character of the improvement or related use, unless provided in the stewardship guidelines.  

(Ord. No. 1243, 10-27-03; Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 

 

Sec. 12-162. Enforcement and violations.  
 

Violations of this article shall be considered a municipal infraction and may be punishable with a fine of 

one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) for each violation, except as provided in section 12-157 of this article.  

(Ord. No. 1243, 10-27-03; Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 

 

Sec. 12-163. Changes to article. 
 

 (a)  Prior to the consideration of any ordinance to amend this article, except for revisions to forest 

preserve boundaries as set forth in sections 12-152 through 12-154, the city council shall make a mandatory 
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referral of the ordinance for review and comment to the forest preserve advisory board, in addition to any other 

city council advisory boards or committees, or other groups as determined by the city council. 

 

 (b)  Prior to the consideration of any ordinance to amend this article, the city council shall schedule 

and hold a public hearing. 

 

 (c)  Any ordinance that provides for an addition to, amendment of, or deletion from this article, 

except for revisions to forest preserve boundaries as set forth in sections 12-152 through 12-154, may be placed 

on the ballot as a referendum question as provided in the city charter. 

 

 (d)  Any ballot question shall be placed on the ballot of the next regularly scheduled city election, in 

accord with the city charter.  

(Ord. No. 1243, 10-27-03; Ord. No. 1279, 5-29-07) 
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Agenda Item No:17

City Council Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Submitted by: Bonita Anderson
Submitting Department: Administration 
Item Type: OTHER BUSINESS
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
*State and County NAACP Letter

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
NAACP-MarylandStateConference-CC-letter.pdf
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July 3, 2019 
 
Maryland State Conference 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People  
P.O. Box 9702 
Arnold, Maryland 21012 
Attn: Gerald G. Stansbury 
 
 RE: NAACP Maryland State Conference Partnership with Northeast MAGLEV 
 
Dear Mr. Stansbury: 
 
 The Greenbelt City Council would like to express its disappointment with the recent news that 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored (NAACP) Maryland State Conference is in 
partnership with the MAGLEV project. To date, the City of Greenbelt is not convinced that the MAGLEV 
project is necessary and has previously expressed concern on several fronts. 
 

The MAGLEV project’s plan is to put stations at the Baltimore and Washington DC destinations 
without providing any access to a stop within Prince Georges County. The communities and 
neighborhoods along the proposed routes, including Greenbelt, would endure both short and long term 
disruption without any benefits. Greenbelt is a National Historic Landmark and planned community with 
parks, open spaces and recreational amenities. The project could have destructive impact on valuable 
and environmentally sensitive resources. The environmental concerns include noise pollution, 
destruction of natural habitats, and harmful health impacts.  

 
It is not clear if indeed the MAGLEV will bring jobs to the area. It may create temporary highly 

specialized jobs in engineering and construction that would go to individuals and companies that already 
have those skills and expertise and which may not necessarily be located within the area. Or, it may 
facilitate high-speed access to jobs that are high paying and would likely not greatly impact the 
communities it will go through. Beyond this, Maryland already has a high speed train to Baltimore and 
on to the north – the Acela line. The Acela line is convenient but also comes at a high price which makes 
it such that despite assurances, it is likely that the cost for a seat on the MAGLEV will be prohibitive and 
out of reach for many people.     
 

The City of Greenbelt would like to urge the NAACP Maryland State Conference to reconsider its 

position in supporting the MAGLEV project. There are other important transportation priorities and 

needs where public funding would be better spent such as improving existing rail and local transit 

services. We urge you to abandon this unreasonable project.     
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Sincerely, 

 
 

      Emmett V. Jordan 

      Mayor 

 
 
 
                           
Judith F. Davis      Colin A. Byrd 
Council Member     Council Member 
 
 
 
              
Leta M. Mach      Silke I. Pope 
Council Member     Council Member 
 
 
 
             
Edward V.J. Putens     Rodney M. Roberts 
Council Member     Council Member 
 
 
cc:           City Council 
                Senator Ben Cardin 
                Senator Chris Van Hollen 
                Congressman Steny Hoyer 
                Senator Paul Pinsky 
                Delegate Anne Healey 
                Delegate Tawanna Gaines 
                Delegate Alonzo Washington 
                Council Member Todd Turner 
                Nicole Ard, City Manager 
                Terri Hruby, Director of Planning & Community Development 
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Agenda Item No:18

City Council Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Submitted by: Molly Porter
Submitting Department: Planning 
Item Type: OTHER BUSINESS
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
*Board of Appeals Resolution for Variance #19-0006-V 

Suggested Action:

Reference: BoA Resolution #19-0006-V 

An appeal was made to the Board of Appeals (BoA) to grant a variance of 11 feet to allow for the construction of
a workshop/garage not entirely behind the principle structure at 10 Greenknolls Place. According to the Prince
George’s County Zoning Ordinance accessory buildings, in the R-55 zone, are required to be setback 60’ from
the front street line and are required to be located only in the rear yard. A public hearing on this application was
held on July 30, 2019. The Board of Appeals found that the required criteria for granting a variance were met
and voted to recommend approval of Variance 19-0006-V, consistent with staff’s recommendation. All parties of
record were notified of the public hearing and no one spoke in opposition to the variance request. Since no
appeals or requests for oral argument have been filed with the City, staff recommends City Council adopt the
Board of Appeals Resolution by consent, as permitted by the zoning legislation. 

Attachments:
BoA Resolution #19-0006-V.pdf
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Agenda Item No:19

City Council Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Submitted by: Shaniya Lashley-Mullen
Submitting Department: Administration 
Item Type: OTHER BUSINESS
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Letter to State and Military Officials about City Interest in Greenbelt Armory

Suggested Action:

Reference:
Letter, M. McLaughlin, 12.21.2016
Letter, M. McLaughlin, 12.22.2016

Council Member Roberts requested this item to be added to the agenda.  Attached are additional information on
the Greenbelt Armory requested by Mayor Jordan.

Attachments:
Letter, M. McLaughlin, 12.21.2016.pdf

Letter, M. McLaughlin, 12.22.2016.pdf
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Agenda Item No:20.

City Council Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: September 9, 2019
Submitted by: Bonita Anderson
Submitting Department: Administration 
Item Type: MEETINGS
Agenda Section: 

Subject:
Meetings

Suggested Action:

Reference:  Meetings Calendar

2019 Meeting Schedule:  At the regular meeting on February 25, Council reviewed its 2019 meeting schedule. 
The following changes to the 2019 meeting calendar were suggested:

•  Reschedule October 14th Regular Meeting to Tuesday, October 15th.  (MML Fall Conference in Cambridge –
October 13-15)

•  No Work Session on November 20.  (NLC City Summit in San Antonio – November 20-23)

A motion is required to approve this schedule change. 

Attachments:
meetings.pdf

Stakeholder Schedule.pdf
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CITY OF GREENBELT, MARYLAND 
25 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770-1891 
 
9/6/2019 2:47 PM 
 

A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 
(301) 474-8000 fax (301) 441-8248 MD RELAY 711 
  www.greenbeltmd.gov 

 

 

City Council Meetings & Work Sessions 
September – October  

 

Advisory Board Interview Mon. 09/09 7:40 pm 

Regular Meeting Mon. 09/09 8:00 pm 

Work Session – Preliminary Plan of Subdivision – NRP Multi-family Development 
Proposal (Capital Office Park), (CC) 

Wed. 09/11 8:00 pm 

Work Session – Capital Office Park, (MB) Mon. 09/16 8:00 pm 

Work Session – ***CANCELLED***County Executive Alsobrooks, (MB) Wed 09/18  

Regular Meeting Mon. 09/23 8:00 pm 

Work Session – Forest Preserve Stewardship Guidelines and Health 
Assessment,  (CC) 

Wed. 09/25 8:00 pm 

Work Session – Verizon, (MB) Mon. 09/30 8:00 pm 

Work Session – City Manager Update Wed. 10/02 8:00 pm 

Advisory Board Dinner Sun. 10/06 5:00 pm 

Work Session – TBD, (MB) Mon. 10/07 8:00 pm 

Work Session – TBD, (CC) Wed. 10/09 8:00 pm 

MML Fall Conference 
Sun. – 
Tues. 

10/13 – 
10/15 

 

Regular Meeting Mon. 10/14 8:00 pm 

Work Session – TBD, (CC) Wed. 10/19 8:00 pm 

Work Session – TBD, (MB) Mon. 10/21 8:00 pm 

Work Session – TBD, (CC) Wed. 10/23 8:00 pm 

Regular Meeting Mon. 10/28 8:00 pm 

Work Session – TBD, (CC) Wed. 10/30 8:00 pm 
 

 Councilmembers will present reports on conferences, meetings and events as the last item of business at Monday Work 
Sessions. 
 

This schedule is subject to change. For confirmation, call 301-474-8000.  Regular and Special meetings and Work Sessions are open to the 
public.  If special accommodations are required for any disabled person, please call 301-474-8000 or 301-474-3870 no later than 10 a.m. on 
the meeting day. Deaf individuals are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 or e-mail banderson@greenbeltmd.gov to reach the City Clerk.  
Unless otherwise noted, meetings will be held in the Council Room of the Municipal Building (MB) at 25 Crescent Rd.  Meetings marked 
“CC” will be held in the Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd., “Greenbriar” will be held in the Terrace Room at 7600 Hanover Parkway, 
“SHL” will be held in the Springhill Lake Recreation Center, Green Ridge House will be held at 22 Ridge Road, “GHI” will be held at 1 
Hamilton Place and “Verde” will be held at 8010 Greenbelt Station Parkway. 
 

Bonita Anderson, City Clerk
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CITY OF GREENBELT, MARYLAND 
25 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770-1891 
 
9/6/2019 2:47 PM 
 

A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 
(301) 474-8000 fax (301) 441-8248 MD RELAY 711 
  www.greenbeltmd.gov 

 

 

Ready to be scheduled: 

Prince George’s County Council  

Chair Todd Turner 

Roosevelt Center Owner  

WMATA Metro Station/ MARC Train Service/ 

MDOT 

GHI – NCOZ/Arts & Entertainment District 

Potential Bond Referendum/Capital Financing 

Greenbelt Postmaster 

CRAB Report – Police Community Relation  

Cemetery Plans 

Greenbelt Watershed Groups 

Forest Preserve/Community Gardens 

For later scheduling: 

Zoning Enforcement 

Parkway Apartment Owners/GHI (parking) 

Northway Fields Master Plan 

City Manager Updates (Jan, Pre-budget; July & 

Sept/Oct) 

Meeting with County on Transportation Plan 

Hotels 

PRAB – Buddy Attick Park Master Plan 

University of Maryland (2020) 

Department of Permitting, Inspections & 

Enforcement (DPIE) 

Museum Plans 

WSSC 

Department of Veteran Affairs  

Ground Floor East Space (GFES) – (former 

Adult Daycare Space) 

Small Cell Procedures and Policy Review 

Memorial Wall Piece 

Beltway Plaza (stakeholder) 

State Highway Administration 

Teleconferencing 

Jane Realty Apartments 
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Annual 
Advisory Group Chairs 3/16 2/17 7/18 7/19           

Franklin Park at Greenbelt Station Mgmt. 8/16 11/17 12/18            

Greenbelt East Advisory Coalition 3/16 7/17 3/19            

Greenbelt Homes, Inc. 6/16 7/17 7/18 7/19           

County Executive/ County Council 12/13 9/16 1/19            

Biennial 
Roosevelt Center Merchants 11/16 1/18             

Beltsville Ag. Research Center/ 

    NPS Greenbelt Park 

03/14 7/16 8/18            

7/15 1/18             

Beltway Plaza 9/14 3/17             

Greenway Center 7/14 12/16 2/19            

Civic Associations 8/14 2/18             

NASA/GSFC 3/15 3/17 9/19            

PG Co. Economic Development Corp. 8/14 4/17 7/19            

School Board 2/16 5/17 10/18 3/19           

State  Highway Administration 6/15 10/17             

Every Three Years 

Apartments 2/18              

Religious/Spiritual Organizations 3/13 6/15 6/19            

Greenbelt Watershed Groups 8/14 10/16             

Hotels               

University of Maryland 3/13 4/15             

Every Three Years or Major Issue 

Comcast 9/13 11/17             

Verizon               

PEPCO 9/14 1/17             

WSSC 12/12 9/16             

WGL               

Capital Office Park 12/12 1/16             

Other Business Parks:               

Maryland Trade Center               

Golden Triangle               

Hanover Parkway               

Belle Point               

Edmonston Road               

Hanover Parkway               

Roosevelt Center Owner 9/15              
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WMATA/PGDPW&T (Semi-Annual) 11/16 9/17 11/18            

Other/As Needed 

M-NCPPC/Planning Board (Major Issue) 6/06 7/14             

Business Coffee (Every Four Months) 10/17 2/18 8/18 11/18 2/19 5/19 8/19        

State’s Attorney (4 years) 2/11 4/15             

 

(Rev. September 6, 2019) 
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