
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSIONS AGENDA 
Budget Work Session – Misc. – Museum/Grants & Contributions/Social Services

Springhill Lake Recreation Center
6101 Cherrywood Lane

Wednesday, April 03, 2019
7:30 PM

Budget Work Session

Budget Work Session - Miscellaneous - Museum/Grants & Contributions/Social Services

  •     Introductions

  •     Council Discussion

  •     Questions and Answers

  •     Other Items

Misc. Museum-Grants & Contributions.pdf
Greenbelt CARES.pdf
ACE Club FY18 Report.pdf
FOGM FY 19 Budget Narrative.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/332637/Misc._Museum-Grants___Contributions.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/332638/Greenbelt_CARES.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/333660/ACE_Club_FY18_Report.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/333661/FOGM_FY_19_Budget_Narrative.pdf


Agenda Item No:

City Council Work Sessions Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: April 3, 2019
Submitted by: Bonita Anderson
Submitting Department: Administration 
Item Type: Work Session Item
Agenda Section: 

Subject:

Budget Work Session - Miscellaneous - Museum/Grants & Contributions/Social Services

  •     Introductions

  •     Council Discussion

  •     Questions and Answers

  •     Other Items

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
Misc. Museum-Grants & Contributions.pdf

Greenbelt CARES.pdf

ACE Club FY18 Report.pdf

FOGM FY 19 Budget Narrative.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/332637/Misc._Museum-Grants___Contributions.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/332638/Greenbelt_CARES.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/333660/ACE_Club_FY18_Report.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/333661/FOGM_FY_19_Budget_Narrative.pdf
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ACE Reading Clubs FY18 

ACE offered two clubs this year, one at Springhill Lake Elementary School and Greenbelt 

Middle School.  

 

Springhill Lake Elementary School Reading Club 

Ms. Bonnie Merriman continues to facilitate the SHLES club. Ms. Merryman was unable to 

attend the ACE February meeting. 

 

 

 

The following were the meeting dates, topics and attendance for the year.  

Date Topic Number of Children 

October 10 & 24, 2017 Getting to Know Us 4 & 8 

November 14 & 28, 2017 Turkeys 5 & 8 

December 12 & 19, 2017 Christmas Trees and Ornaments 9 & 7 

January 9 & 23, 2018 Winter & Winter Olympics 7 & 7 

February 13 & 27, 2018 Winter Olympics, Valentine’s Day 

& Winter Poetry  

 

4 & 5 

March 13 & 27, 2018 Winter Poetry & Easter  6 & 3 

April 10 & 24 2018 Spring and Chapter Book 

Discussions 

 

4 & 4 

May 8 & 22, 2018 

 

Mother’s Day and Chapter Book 
Discussion & Memorial Day and 
The Littles Chapter Book 
Completion 

 

 

5&  4 

   

 

Also attached is a sample of Ms. Merryman’s monthly reports.   
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Greenbelt Middle School Reading Club 

Mr. Cortland Jones continues to run the reading Club at GMS.  The clubs did not begin until 

November 2017. He attended ACE’s February meeting and presented this report:-  

 

The club has been meeting twice a month since October. The club is currently reading The 

Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Once the group finishes that book, they plan to move onto The House 

of Dies Drear, which was requested by the students. Mr. Jones has also introduced a writing 

component into the club. The students started by writing a 1500 word short story on the theme 

“Overcoming the Monster.” The students enjoyed the writing process and the club has moved on 

to writing and illustrating a fiction children’s book about the solar system. The book is projected 

to be 50-60 pages long and is aimed at 4
th

 graders. The students plan to self-publish and are 

learning about entrepreneurship as part of the process. The book should be finished before the 

end of the school year. Currently, there are 12 students participating in the club, all 7
th

 or 8
th

 

graders. Mr. Jones says that the number is growing by word-of-mouth as students learn about 

the variety of activities the club is engaging in. He is very enthusiastic about the club and 

already has plans for projects for the 2018-2019 school year. He is very happy with the support 

he receives from ACE and did not have any requests for changes to the current Club program. 

 

The following were the meeting dates and attendance for the year.  

Date Number of Children 

November 7 & 28, 2017  7 & 8 

December 5 & 12, 2017  7 & 7 

January 9 & 30, 2018  8 & 8 

February 6 & 13, 2018  10 & 11 

March 6 & 13, 2018  11 & 11 

April 10 & 24, 2018  11 &11 

May 1 & 8, 2018  11 & 10 

June 5 & 19, 2018  10 & 5 

 

Also attached is a sample of Mr. Jones’ monthly reports.   

 

 

 

ACE Science Clubs FY18 

ACE did not sponsor any science clubs this year because no school expressed interest. Beginning 

in FY18. Clubs met twice a month.  

 

Projections for FY19 

Turning Point Academy has expressed interest in running a science club next year.    
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FOGM Budget Report, FY 2019 Page 1 of 3 

Friends of the Greenbelt Museum FY 2019 City Budget Report 
 
The Friends of the Greenbelt Museum (FOGM) are proud to report on their activities in FY 2019. As has 
already been noted in the Museum Director’s narrative, FOGM has been focused on their core mission, 
raising funds to support the operations of the Greenbelt Museum. 
 
In FY 2019, FOGM accomplished the following: 

 Completed conceptual plans for 10A Crescent Road with Neighborhood Design Center, 
supported by a $10,000 FOGM grant from the Maryland Department of Housing and Community 
Development; 

 Received and reviewed proposals for the architectural and engineering services for the 10A 
project, supported by a $50,000 FOGM grant from the Maryland Heritage Areas Authority; 

 Raised funds from Museum founders and friends to name the main exhibit space in 10A “The 
Founders Room”, and held an event in September to unveil the gift and name; 

 Raised $7,125 to date utilizing the $15,000 Community Investment Tax Credit award received 
from the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development; 

 Created and implemented an Employee Manual and Employee Evaluation Guidelines;  

 Recruited new and potential future board members; 

 Began working with board member colleagues to identify sources of pro bono museum registrar 
assistance to help document, prepare and pack the Museum collection in anticipation of the 
move into off-site storage; and, 

 Continued to provide financial, technical and volunteer support for the operation of the 
Greenbelt Museum. 
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FOGM Budget Report, FY 2019 Page 2 of 3 

 

 
Looking Ahead to FY 2020 
 
As FOGM looks ahead to FY 2020, we will be focused on the following work items: 

 Assisting the City in selecting an architectural firm to complete the design phase of the 10A 
project; 

 Hiring a fundraising professional to assist with planning for the continued 10A Capital Campaign; 

 Conducting board development, with an eye to broaden our expertise and diversity; and, 

 Expanding our fundraising efforts to continue to raise the needed funds to create the Greenbelt 
Visitor and Education Center. 

 
It is critical that the successful working relationship between FOGM and the City continues to grow and 
adapt with the expanding Museum operations that will include the Greenbelt Visitor and Education 
Center at 10A. To that end, FOGM would like to schedule a work session with City Council to discuss 
how our public-private partnership can grow in FY 2020 and beyond, including the need for a new 
contract with the City that incorporates 10A, and better addresses the division of responsibilities 
between FOGM and the City; the significant need to increase staffing as Museum operations continue to 
grow; and the pursuit of a bond bill in the 2020 Maryland legislative session to assist with the work at 
10A. 
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 $72,900.00  

 $7,126.00  
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 $5,250.00  

 $234,724.00  

10A Capital Campaign Progress - $115,276 as of March 2019 

Grants Community Investment Tax Credits Board Pledges Naming Opportunities Individual Donations To be raised

42



 

FOGM Budget Report, FY 2019 Page 3 of 3 

 
 
FOGM Board Members: 
 
Jennifer Ruffner, President 
GHI resident / Maryland Historical Trust 
 
Pamela Gregory, Vice President 
Greenbelt resident / retired law librarian 
 
Jennifer Sparenberg, Treasurer 
GHI resident / Maryland Environmental Service 
 
Stephen Oetken, Secretary and former Board President 
GHI resident / University of Maryland 
 
Steven Gilbert 
GHI resident / retired lawyer 
 
Wendy Hurlock Baker 
Greenbelt resident / Smithsonian, National Museum of the American Indian 
 
Dianne Niedner 
Greenbelt resident / retired, Smithsonian 
 
Sabrina Baron 
GHI resident / University of Maryland 
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