
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSIONS AGENDA 
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APB Report Bicycle Facilities on Hanover Parkway.pdf
Green ACES recommendations re: Hanover Pkwy bike path.pdf
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CITY OF GREENBELT, MARYLAND 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Nicole Ard, City Manager 

FROM: Molly Porter, Community Planner I  

VIA: Terri Hruby, Director of Planning and Community Development 

DATE: February 26, 2020 

SUBJECT: Hanover Parkway Bikeway Feasibility Study and Design Plans  

Background: 

In November 2017, the City was awarded grant funding from the Maryland Department of 

Transportation Bikeways Program for the Hanover Parkway Bikeway Feasibility Study and 

Design Plans Project.  

This project includes a feasibility study of bicycle facilities in the Hanover Parkway corridor 

between Mandan Road and Good Luck Road and 30% designs of bicycle facilities on a priority 

area of Hanover Parkway between the Spellman Overpass and Greenbrook Drive.  

This priority area is a missing trail link, as identified in the Maryland Department of 

Transportation’s statewide trail network vision document, “Maryland Trails: A Greener Way to 

Go”. Gaining access to the Spellman Overpass is crucial for Greenbelt East residents to access 

Historic Greenbelt and a cross-city bicycle route which ultimately connects to the wider 

Anacostia regional trail network. 

Project Progress  

Following the RFP process the City contracted with Sabra & Associates who City staff have 

been working with to complete this project. As part of this project two (2) alternatives for bicycle 

facilities on Hanover Parkway were developed. One of these alternatives is primarily an on-road 

option, while the other is an off-road option. 

The on-road alternative would provide modest traffic calming on parts of Hanover Parkway and 

would require less stormwater management, assuming medians are planted. This option, 

however, would have a negative impact on the level of service on side streets and would require 

cyclists to transition from an on-road facility to an off-road facility. 

The off-road alternative would provide for a uniform facility that does not require transitioning 

from on-road to off-road and would not require cyclists to cross Hanover Parkway. This 

alternative would also not impact existing traffic patterns on Hanover Parkway. This option, 

however, would have greater impervious surface impacts.  

Several design assumptions were established during the creation of the alternatives. These 

include, protecting and separating the bicycle facility from all vehicles, designing an all ages 

3



 

 

facility, retaining trees to the greatest extent possible, and designing bicycle facilities with 

consideration of continuing maintenance.  

These alternatives have been presented to the Advisory Planning Board, GreenACES, Greenbriar 

Condominiums (Phase I, Phase II, and Greenbriar Community Association Board of Directors), 

and at a Community Meeting. The information about the project, including the alternatives, was 

shared with the Greenbelt East Advisory Coalition. These alternatives have also been discussed 

with the Department of Public Works and the Police Department.  

A main area of conversation during these presentations was a concern about the impact an on-

road bicycle lane would have on traffic near Eleanor Roosevelt High School, particularly when 

students are arriving and departing from the school or during events. Other areas of conversation 

during these presentations were cyclist safety, impact on the traffic on Hanover Parkway, and the 

ease with which cyclists could use the bicycle facilities.  

Staff is seeking direction from City Council regarding the preferred alternative for bicycle 

facilities on Hanover Parkway.   
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Bikeway Facility Concept: Bike Lane Protection Details

Hanover Parkway: from Good Luck Road to Mandan Road

O
P

E
R

A
T

O
R
:

F
IL

E
 

N
A

M
E
:

P
L

O
T

T
E

D
:

0
2
4
3
0
 
-
 

R
:
\

2
0
1
9
\

1
8
_

C
it

y
 
o
f
 

G
r
e
e
n
b
e
lt
 

H
a
n
o
v
e
r
 

P
a
r
k

w
a
y
_

$
6
0

K
\

d
w

g
\

p
D

E
-

P
0
0
1
_

H
a
n
o
v
e
r
P
k

w
y
.d

g
n

F
r
id

a
y
, 

F
e
b
r
u
a
r
y
 
1
4
, 

2
0
2
0
 

A
T
 
1
0
:
2
4
 

A
M

DWG. NO. 
26



N.T.S.

DETAIL 'K' -  R3-6(MOD)

40"

72"

112"

N.T.S.

DETAIL 'E' - INTERSECTION CROSSING SYMBOL

3. SEE PLAN SHEETS FOR SYMBOL LOCATIONS.

CENTER OF BICYCLE LANE.

2. PLACE BICYCLE LANE SYMBOLS WITHIN

1. DO NOT PLACE SYMBOL ON LANE LINES.

BICYCLE LANE SYMBOL PLACEMENT NOTES:

DEVICES (MUTCD) FOR MORE DETAILS.

SEE THE MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL

ARROW, TYP.

PAVEMENT MARKING

CYCLIST SYMBOL

PAVEMENT MARKING

N.T.S.

DETAIL 'F' - BICYCLE LANE SYMBOL

6'

6'

6'

N.T.S.

DETAIL 'J' -  BICYCLE CROSSING

MATERIAL

SURFACE

COLORED

RESISTENT

GREEN SKID

2' SKIP

5'

2'
5" WHITE

5" WHITE
2'

N.T.S.

DETAIL 'H' -  BICYCLE CROSSING

MATERIAL

SURFACE

COLORED

RESISTENT

GREEN SKID

6' SKIP

5'

2'
5" WHITE

5" WHITE2'
2'

2' 2'

N.T.S.

1'

1'

2' 10'

WHITE

DETAIL 'G' -  CROSSWALK

CYCLIST SYMBOL

PAVEMENT MARKING

N.T.S.

6'

DETAIL 'D' - BICYCLE TURN-LANE SYMBOL

4'

ARROW, TYP.

PAVEMENT MARKING

ONLY

N.T.S.

DETAIL 'L' -  R3-5R(MOD)

PKWY

HANOVER

TO CROSS

SIGNAL

USE PED

N.T.S.

DETAIL 'M' -  R3-6(MOD)

14

Bikeway Facility Concept: Signing and Marking Details

Hanover Parkway: from Good Luck Road to Mandan Road
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HIGHWAY SIGNS BOOK-APPENDIX SECTION.

DETAILS IN APPENDIX-ARROWS SECTION FROM FHWA'S STANDARD

**FOR ARROWHEAD DIMENSIONS REFER TO STANDARD ARROW

*REDUCE SPACING TO FIT.

BOOK-APPENDIX SECTION.

SECTION FROM FHWA'S STANDARD HIGHWAY SIGNS

***FOR SYMBOL DESIGN REFER TO THE APPENDIX-GRID
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Bikeway Facility Concept: Standard Details

Hanover Parkway: from Good Luck Road to Mandan Road
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ADVISORY PLANNING BOARD   REPORT NO. 2019-09 

REPORT TO COUNCIL    Date: 8/27/2019 

SUBJECT: Hanover Parkway Bicycle Facilities Alternatives 

BACKGROUND: 

On August 21, 2019 the Board received a presentation from Sabra & Associates regarding 

alternatives for bicycle facilities on Hanover Parkway. These alternatives span from just south of 

Greenbrook Drive to past the Spellman Overpass. Bicycle facilities on Hanover Parkway would 

provide a link between Greenbelt East and Historic Greenbelt. The alternatives presented 

included an on-road option and an off-road shared used path option.  

ANALYSIS: 

After the presentation of both alternatives, the Board discussed the advantages and disadvantages 

of each option. Two of the topics that were heavily discussed during this conversation were the 

ease with which a cyclist could use each option and the safety each option provided to cyclists.  

With respect to the ease of use, the Board discussed how the on-road option includes a small 

section where cyclists would use an off-road path near the intersection of Hanover Parkway and 

Greenbelt Road. The Board felt this may cause some confusion about how to use the bike trail.  

The off-road option is a continuous path for the entire corridor which would minimize confusion 

about use. The Board also felt that the off-road option would offer an increased level of safety 

for cyclists using bicycle facilities on Hanover Parkway.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Board voted unanimously (4-0) to recommend that City Council support the production of 

30% design plans for the off-road shared use path option for bicycle facilities on Hanover 

Parkway.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Keith Chernikoff 

Chair 
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