
 
Work Session - Buddy Attick Park Draft Master Plan
  
 Work Session - Buddy Attick Park Draft Master Plan

Suggested Action:
Agenda
 

Introductions - 15 minutes (7:30 - 7:45 pm)
Presentation - 30 minutes (7:45 - 8:15 pm)
Survey & Community Feedback - 10 minutes (8:15 - 8:25 pm)
Council Discussion - 20 minutes (8:25 - 8:45 pm)

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA
Work Session - Buddy Attick Park Draft Master Plan 

This meeting will be held in-person and virtual.

25 Crescent Road
Greenbelt, MD 20770

OR

Virtual Participation
Zoom Webinar Attendees: 

Please submit your request in writing via email to questions@greenbeltmd.gov

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88024679221?
pwd=VXFuMHpBVU5VeWl2M2dPV0wyNi83Zz09

Dial-in: 301 715 8592
Webinar ID: 880 2467 9221

Passcode: 425929

Wednesday, January 31, 2024
7:30 PM 

1



Questions and Answers - 15 minutes (8:45 - 9:00 pm)
Other Items - 10 minutes (9:00 - 9:10 pm)

Information Items
  
 Buddy Attick Park Master Plan

Suggested Action:

For many years the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board has requested an update to the
1992 Buddy Attick Park Master Plan.  Early in 2022 City Council approved ARPA funding
to update the 1992 Buddy Attick Park Master Plan.  Through a competitive RFP process,
Mahan Rykiel Associates (MRA) were contracted to update the plan which encompasses
a broad scope of work.  The Buddy Attick Park Master Plan project has been a
community driven project that will provide a vision and accompanying strategic plan for
future utilization of Buddy Attick Park that will guide short and long-term improvements,
protect the park’s natural resources and improve management practices.

The January 31st City Council Work Session is the third community meeting before the
draft plan is completed.  The prior two meetings were designed to gain information from
staff and the community. Also, a community survey was open from August 23 through
October 1, in both English and Spanish.  The survey received a total of 581 responses. 
This work session will provide an opportunity for City Council to ask questions and share
comments as well as the community. 

Meeting Synopsis

Meeting #1:  August 17, 2023, Project Kickoff - Met with staff, Council, PRAB and the
community - 72 people attended the community portion of the meeting

Meeting #2:  November 15, 2023, Survey Results/Introduce Concepts Plans - Included
meeting with PRAB, APB and community - 53 people attended

Meeting #3:  January 31, 2024, City Council Work Session - Present findings to City
Council and community

MRA will present the findings from staff and the community meetings to include emerging
ideas, concept plans and best maintenance practices.  Members of the Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board will be present along with the staff project team; Greg Varda,
Recreation Director, Terri Hruby, Director of Planning and Community Development and
Kevin Carpenter-Driscoll, Environmental Coordinator.  

All information can be found on the Buddy Attick Park project page at
https://www.greenbeltmd.gov/community/buddy-attick-park-master-plan
 

 Buddy Attick Master Plan 1992.pdf
 Buddy Attick Park Survey Report.pdf
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https://www.greenbeltmd.gov/community/buddy-attick-park-master-plan
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2406727/Buddy_Attick_Master_Plan_1992.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2406728/Buddy_Attick_Park_Survey_Report.pdf


 2024-0131_Buddy Attick.pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/2407638/2024-0131_Buddy_Attick.pdf
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SURVEY 

SUMMARY 
Buddy Attick Park  

ABSTRACT 
The results from the Buddy Attick Park Survey are 

summarized in this report. This is a summary report 

prepared for the Buddy Attick Park Master Plan. The 

survey was available in both Spanish and English from 

August 23 through October 1, 2023.  
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1.1 FINDINGS 
1.1.1 BUDDY ATTICK PARK USAGE AND VISITATION 
To begin the survey, 97.59% of respondents (567 of the survey’s 581 respondents) said that they visit 

Buddy Attick Park. Only 2.41% (14 respondents) said that they do not visit Buddy Attick Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respondents were also asked how often they visit Buddy Attick Park. 26.19% of respondents said they 

visit daily, while 39.28% said they visit once a week. 18.41% said they visit only once a month, while 

15.94% visit every few months. Only one total respondent said that they don’t visit Buddy Attick Park. 
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 Online Survey Analysis  
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Survey respondents were then asked to list the three primary reasons that they (or their household) visit 

Buddy Attick Park. Physical activity, Walking, and Dog walking all had the highest number of ‘Reason 1’ 

responses, while Experiencing nature/lake had the highest number of total responses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When asked how many people are with them when visiting the park, over half of respondents said that 

they are usually alone. However, 64.31% said that they typically bring family or friends. Only 3.63% said 

they come in small groups (of less than 15 people), while an even smaller number of respondents (1.15%) 

said they come in large groups (of 16 people or more). 
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In terms of transportation, 68% of respondents said that they primarily walk to Buddy Attick Park.  

27.24% of respondents drive, while just 2.86% use their bike to get there. 1.52% chose the Other option, 

with some of those methods being scooters, running, or some combination of the other options. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respondents were also asked about where they live in relation to Buddy Attick Park. Only 8.89% said they 

lived ‘adjacent to the park trail’, but 43.48% said they lived ‘within a quarter mile of the park’. 35.18% 

said they lived ‘elsewhere within the City of Greenbelt’, while just 12.45% said they lived ‘outside of 

Greenbelt’. 
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 Online Survey Analysis  
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When asked why they may not use the Park, 33.55% said they do not ‘feel safe at the Park’. 27.96% said 

they simply ‘do not have enough time’ to go to the Park, while 16.12% said that the Park is ‘outdated 

and needs maintenance’. Some of the reasons listed for the ‘Other’ responses included complaints about 

trash, highway noise, and insufficient lighting. 
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1.1.2  PARK CONDITION 
The condition of Buddy Attick Park was the topic of the 8th survey question, with 27.38% of respondents 

answering that the park’s condition is ‘excellent’. Alternatively, 64.48% said that the park condition is 

‘good’, while only 7.74% of respondents said that the park condition is ‘fair’. Only 2 respondents answered 

that the park condition is ‘poor’. 
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 Online Survey Analysis  
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1.1.3  PARK AMENITIES AND ACTIVITIES 
When asked about certain amenities and activities within the park, ‘Walking/hiking on the trail’ had an 

overwhelming amount of yes responses (98.25%). The next highest amount of yes responses came from 

‘  st oo s’ (64.52%), ‘    ’ (64.31%), and ‘Cons  v tion     s’ (53.77%). Alternatively, ‘    

    ssi i it ’ (7.33%), ‘ is in ’ (8.11%), and ‘  ndst nd     it   t  ’ (9.93%) each had the lowest 

amount of yes responses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respondents were then asked about the condition of each specific amenity/activity. The amenities that 

fared the best were ‘    in   i in  on t   T  i ’, ‘Cons  v tion     s’, and ‘Jo  in  on t   T  i ’, as 

they all received the highest number of ‘       nt’ responses. The amenities with the least favorable 

responses were ‘  s  t     Co  t’, ‘ i ni  T    s’, and ‘  ndst nd     it   t  ’. 
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1.1.4  PARK HOURS 
The survey asked respondents if the current Park hours (from 6 A.M. to 11 P.M.) are appropriate; 84.85% 

said yes, while 15.15% said no. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.1.5 
 

 

 

 

 

The survey then asked what hours that respondents think the Park should be open. Just 4% of respondents 

said that operating hours should be increased, while 42.67% said that Park hours should be decreased. 

Just 5.33% said that the Park should open earlier, while 1.33% said that it should open later. 46.67% of 

respondents answered ‘Other’, with those responses typically including more specific descriptions of their 

vision for Park hours, like closing earlier or operating based on sunlight. 
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 Online Survey Analysis  
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The survey also asked about specific times that respondents may avoid going to the park. There was a 

variety of answers, however, the overwhelming response was that people typically avoid the park late at 

night (after 9 P.M.). 
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1.1.6  OTHER QUESTIONS 
Respondents were asked to indicate their support level for potential actions that the City of Greenbelt 

could take to improve Buddy Attick Park. The four overwhelming favorites were ‘    nd Cons  v tion 

    s’, ‘    ov  s   t   nd s    it ’, ‘  v  o  n   t  i s  nd  onn  tions to t     istin  t  i  s st  ’, 

and ‘    ov          ssi i it ’. Some of the actions with less support included ‘ dd on          o   

 i ni    vi ion’, ‘U    d    s  t      o  t’, and ‘ dd  ddition   s        i    i ni      s’. 
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 Online Survey Analysis  
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When asked which items are most important to them and their household, most respondents agreed 

that ‘    ov  s   t   nd s    it ’ was a top priority. Other items with favorable responses included 

‘    nd  ons  v tion     s’  ‘  v  o  n   t  i s  nd  onn  tions to   istin  t  i  s st  ’  and 

‘U    d    istin        o nd’  Once again, ‘U    d    s  t      o  t’ saw some of the least favorable 

responses, along with ‘    ov  si n   ’ and ‘    ov      o   n   s    ’  
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Finally, respondents were asked to rate their level of agreement with specific statements about Buddy 

Attick Park. Four statements had comparatively higher scores: ‘    ov s       si        t   nd 

 itn ss’  ‘   s  v s o  n s      nd   ot  ts t    nvi on  nt’  ‘    ov s      nt       t   nd 

  d   s st  ss’  and ‘    s o    o   nit     o   d si            to  iv  ’ Some of the responses with 

lower amount of ‘ trongly Agree’ responses or higher amounts of ‘Disagree’ responses included 

‘  ovid s  o s  nd   o  ssion   d v  o   nt  o   o t ’  ‘H   s   d      i    nd       ids o t o  

t o    ’  and ‘  o ot s to  is  to t    o     o   nit   nd t      ion.’ 
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 Online Survey Analysis  
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1.2   DEMOGRAPHICS 
1.2.1  AGE DEMOGRAPHICS OF RESPONDENTS  
In regard to demographics, only two questions were asked; one of which was the ages of household 

members for each respondents’ households.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.2.2  RACE/ETHNICITY DEMOGRAPHICS OF RESPONDENTS  
The second demographics question simply asked how the respondent would best describe their race. 

77.16% identified themselves as White/Caucasian, while 10.20% described themselves as African 

American/Black. 7.10% described themselves as Hispanic/Latino, while 4.88% said they were Asian. 
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Welcome!
Buddy Attick Park Master Plan

City Council Work Session
January 31, 2024
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Tonight’s Meeting

• Introduction
• Presentation
• City Council Discussion
• Next Steps

59



Master Plan Purpose

Provide a vision and accompanying strategic plan 

for the future utilization of Buddy Attick Park that will 

guide short- and long-term improvements, protect 

the park’s natural resources, and improve 

management practices.
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Process Outline
August Public 
Kick-Off

Community 
Survey

Concept 
Development

2nd Public 
Meeting

WE ARE HERE
Early Concept 
Plan

Draft Master 
Plan

Final Master 
Plan

City Council 
Work Session
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Community Input
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Online Survey Results

SURVEY HEADLINES

 The majority of respondents visited daily or once a week

 The top 3 reasons for visiting the park were: Physical Activity, Walking, and Dog Walking

 Experiencing nature / lake rated the most total responses 

 Over 50% of the respondents live adjacent to or within ¼ mile of the park

 The overall condition was highly ranked as excellent to good

 Safety was indicated as a concern by a third of respondents

Community survey was open from August 
23 through October 1 in both English and 
Spanish. The survey  received a total of 581 
responses. 
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Overview of 
Buddy Attick Park
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Existing Circulation 69



Emerging Ideas
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Proposed Circulation Enhancements
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Overall Concept
72



Overall Concept
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Main Entrance Concept Plan

Legend:
A Lawn

B Meadow

C New Playground

Existing PlaygroundD

E Existing Basketball Court

F Existing Trees to Remain

A

B

B

B

C

D

E

F

F

Picnic SheltersG

Picnic Tables
G

G

G

G

H

H

B
I Performance Stage

I

Proposed Planting AreasJ

J
J

J

K Fishing Pier

K

L New and/or Improved Pathway

L

L

L

L

L

L
Seating Along Lakefront Promenade

M

M

25                   50                    100
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Overall Concept
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South Cove Concept Plan

Legend:
A Lawn

B

Pavilion

A

B

C Proposed Planting Area

D Stepped Terrace

D

E

E Lakefront Seating Area

C

Wetland Planting/ 
Restoration AreaG

F

F Accessible Seating Area

G

G

Realigned PathwayH

H

25                  50          
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Overall Concept
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Peninsula Concept Plan

A

Legend:
Lakeside Rock SeatingA

A

AA

Proposed Planting AreaB

B

B

B

B

B

B

Overlook DeckC

C

Gathering / Seating AreaD

D

Existing BridgeE

E

Pathway Improved/ExtendedF

F

25                50          
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Overall Concept
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Edge Conditions Diagram 81



Edge Conditions – Typical Lakeside Trail

BOULDERS STABILIZE PATH EDGE

VARIES
8’-12’
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Edge Conditions – Under Trail Drainage Area

BOULDERS STABILIZE PATH EDGE

VARIES
8’-12’

UNDERDRAINS INSTALLED IN 
HIGH EROSION AREAS
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Edge Conditions – Lakeside Connection Area

BOULDER STEPS TO LAKESIDE CONNECTION AREA

VARIES
8’-12’ 10’

ROCK SEATING AT LAKEFRONT

LAKESIDE CONNECTION AREAS 
PROVIDE ACCESS TO WATER
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Trail Materials Options

STONE DUST ASPHALT POROUS ASPHALT (PorousPave XL or Similar)
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Discussion
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Closing and Next Steps
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Process Outline
August Public 
Kick-Off

Community 
Survey

Concept 
Development

2nd Public 
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Overall 
Concept
WE ARE HERE

Draft Master 
Plan

Final Master 
Plan

City Council 
Work Session
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